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Dear Prospective Adoptive Family: 
 
Thank you for your interest in International Adoption through Tree of Life Adoption Center! We are a licensed, 
non-profit adoption agency licensed in the states of Oregon and Washington, specializing in adoptions of 
orphaned and abandoned children through out the world. We are honored to have sought and been awarded a 
two year accreditation status to provide adoption services in connection with adoptions under the Hague 
Convention.  Internationally, we are focused on assisting children available from Bulgaria, Moldova, 
Kazakhstan, Haiti and Ethiopia to be identified and adopted by their forever families. If you feel that your 
child waits for you in one of these countries and choose to work with Tree of Life Adoption Center to complete 
your adoption, we will assist you through the steps to identify and bring your child home to your family. Our 
goal is to make your adoption experience memorable while professionally assisting you to complete the process 
of adding to your family through adoption.   
 
Becoming a parent through adoption is a rewarding, personal, life altering experience. Our staff is prepared to 
walk this journey with your family and support your individual needs from beginning to end.  Our staff can 
provide pre and post adoption teaching while helping the transition to your new family to be as rich and 
rewarding as possible. Change, even positive change, takes time and a support team: we will do all that is 
possible to have your fully prepared to grown into a joyful new family. The exquisite result of the adoption 
journey is extremely rewarding: often others only see that the life of a child is “saved” when in fact we know 
that the blessing is two fold: a family is allowed the gift of a child and children find the love of their parents.  
 
 Our agency can assist families in every state in the USA as well as US citizens living abroad to complete their 
adoptions; we are happy to provide both home study and placing agencies for families seeking to add to their 
family with our assistance.   Our social workers are qualified to provide home study services for families 
residing in Oregon and Washington. 
 
The staff of Tree of Life Adoption Center know from personal experience that the adoption process can be 
overwhelming at times; we pride ourselves on being there for each and every one of our families at all times, 
during and after the adoption is complete.  Bringing home a child in need of a family as your own and 
becoming the longed for family of their heart is a “leap of faith” and should be a cherished experience. We are 
committed to providing a solid foundation to building your family throughout the adoption of your child: we 
will provide a professional and available support to your home study agency should you come to us for placing 
services only. We will assist you to prepare the specific dossier for the country from which you choose to adopt: 
last but not least, the final step, USICS approval will come with a joint effort of your family, your social worker 
and your coordinator from Tree of Life Adoption Center.  
 
Please call our office at 503 244 7374, Pacific Time Zone, 9-5 or visit our website at www.toladopt.org for more 
information on our programs and to begin the adoption journey with us.  
 

Thank you again for your interest, 
Daniel Stinea 

Executive Director 
Tree of Life Adoption Center 

http://www.toladopt.org/
http://www.toladopt.org/
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____________________________________________________ 

TOL is Hague Accredited!  
 

On January 15, 2010 ―the Council on Accreditation (COA) has granted Tree of Life Adoption Center‘s 
application for Hague Accreditation pursuant to the Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000 (IAA)‖, 
meaning we are now fully ―Hague‖ accredited as a primary provider, which is the highest level of 
accreditation. Through our accreditation as a primary provider, we are eligible to place adoptions 
through countries that are Hague Accredited as well as we are responsible to develop and implement 
all six adoption services required by The Hague for Convention country adoptions. Those six 
adoption services include: 
 

1.  Identifying a child for adoption and arranging an adoption 
 

2.  Securing the necessary consent to termination of parental rights and to adoption 
 

3.  Performing a background study on a child or a home study on prospective adoptive 
parents and reporting on such a study 

  
4.  Making non-judicial determinations of the best interest of a child and the 

appropriateness of an adoptive placement of the child 
 

5.  Monitoring a case after a child has been placed with the prospective adoptive parents 
until finalization of the adoption 

 
6.  When necessary because of a disruption before finalization of the adoption, assuming 

custody and providing facilitation of child care or any other special service pending an 
alternative placement. 

 
It is important to note that the vast majority of source countries for adoption are Hague Convention 
countries. When choosing an adoption service provider for a Hague Convention country adoption, 
prospective adoptive parents should know that only an accredited primary service provider, like Tree 
of Life, can provide you with these services for your adoption. For more information, visit 
http://www.travel.state.gov/family/adoption/convention/convention_4169.html  or call Tree of 
Life at 503-244-7374. 

 

http://www.toladopt.org/
http://www.travel.state.gov/family/adoption/convention/convention_4169.html


 

 

                        

 

 
5816 SE Powell Blvd, Suite A, Portland, Oregon 97206 

503-244-7374 Main Office  503-244-7424Fax 

 www.toladopt.org  

 
GETTING STARTED 

 
Procedures 

 
The process and procedures to adopt from Tree of Life starts the same for all programs: 

 
1. Parent (s) contact TOL to learn about our international adoption programs 

 

2. Parents send in a pre-application (provided in this Information Packet as well as online at 

www.toladopt.org). There is no fee for the review of the pre-application 

 

3. TOL sends out International Adoption Awareness Outline form and sets up time to complete it 

with adoptive parent’s either by phone or in person 

 

4. TOL sends out the formal application, which is then returned to us with the application fee.   

 

5. We help parent (s) determine which program will be the best fit for their family. 

 

6. Upon approval of application, TOL sends an adoption contract Parent (s) sign and return with 

their first payment. 

 

7. Upon receipt of contract, TOL sends the dossier kit to parents. 

 

8. Parents complete their dossier and send to TOL. 

 

9. From here on, it depends on the program. Please read about each specific program’s process 

for more information 

http://www.toladopt.org/
http://www.toladopt.org/


 

 

                        

 

  

Program Statement 
 

Tree of Life Adoption Center (TOL) was founded in 1998 and has since assisted in completing over 400 adoptions! Our 
staff consists of skilled and experienced professionals who have the child‘s best interest at heart at all times. We value 
integrity, honesty and trust and we take pride in working with these values in our minds and hearts. 
 
International adoption is what our agency is known for and we are dedicated to bringing families together this way. 
Infants, toddlers, and older children, up to age 16, are available through TOL programs with Bulgaria, Kazakhstan, 
Ethiopia and Haiti. The role of TOL includes first educating adoptive families on international adoption, and if a 
prospective family decides that they feel they would like to add to their family through our programs, we then further 
assist them with the process of beginning an adoption, working through paperwork and completing the adoption. Once 
an adoption is completed, TOL continues working with the family for the purpose of Post Adoptive reports and services 
as required by state or country. Tree of Life provides home study services and post adoptive services for prospective 
adoptive parents residing in either Oregon or Washington.  
 
TYPES OF CHILDREN PLACED: 

1. Medical and developmental special needs children, ages 0-16 
2. International children, ages 0-16 
 
TYPES OF PLACEMENTS: 

1. International adoptions—home studies, counseling, representation of prospective parent(s) or and post adoption 
supervision in cooperation with international guidelines 
2. Special needs home studies and placements 
 
ELIGIBILITY: 
1. Married couples 
2. Single female applicants are accepted in some countries on an individual basis 
3. Single male applicants are accepted in some countries on an individual basis 
 
AREA SERVED: 
1. Oregon and Washington statewide (available for home study preparation in these states) 
2. Any other state (for adoption services) 
3. Internet and phone inquiries 
 
SERVICES PROVIDED: 
 
1. Information: group meetings and private interviews 
2. Pre-home study consultation on adoption options, issues 
3. Adoptive home study: emphasis on preparation for successful adoptive parenthood in compliance with Oregon or 
Washington and international regulations 
4. Legal facilitation in the sending countries 
5. Post adoption services: counseling, supervision and written reports  
7. Post legal services: counseling for children and adoptive parents 
9. Various pre and post placement/post adoption support group settings for both potential and actual adoptive families 
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Programs at a Glance 

 

  

                                    
1 NOTE: fees are effective as of October 1, 2012.  Services provided after this date will be billed at the new rate. All fees are reviewed periodically and 

are subject to change. Please see representative fee schedule for each country.  

 

 

Country 
Children’s 
Ethnicity 

Parent Requirements 

Simultaneous 
adoption of 
Siblings or 
Unrelated 
Children 

Estimated 
Time Frame 

from Dossier 
Submission to 

finalization 

Travel 

Estimated 
Fees paid to 

TOL 
(excludes 

Immigration, 
Home Study, 

travel and 
post-adoption 

service, etc. 
expenses)1 

Post-Adoption 
Requirements 

Estimated Fees (including 
travel and post-adoption 

service expenses)2 

 
Bulgaria 

Roma 
(Gypsy), 
Turkish 
Descent, 

Bulgarian 

•Married couples as well as individually 
approved singles over the age of 25 are 
accepted.  
•Parents  must be at least fifteen years older 
than the adopted child with no more than 45 
years between them 

Yes 12-24 months 
Two trips for 
about 1 week 

each 

 
$19,450 

 
4, 10, 22 and 34 

months following 
court date 

 
 

$22,675 - $26,695 

Bulgaria: 
Special Needs 

Roma 
(Gypsy), 
Turkish 
Descent, 

Bulgarian 

• Married couples as well as individually 
approved singles over the age of 25 are 
accepted. 
•Parents  must be at least fifteen years older 
than the adopted child with no more than 45 
years between them 

Yes 8-12 months 
Two trips for 
about 1 week 

each 

 
$19,450 

 
 

 
4, 10, 22 and 34 

months following 
court date 

 
$18,675 - 22,695 

 
 

Haiti 
African 
Descent 

•Couples married at least 5 years that are 
over the age of 30 
•Single women over the age of  30 

Yes 24 – 30 months 

Yes 
At the court 
hearing 5-7 

days 

$15,050 

3, 6 and 12 
months after 

adoption 
completion 

$19,030 - $22,550 

Kazakhstan 

 
Asian, 

Eurasian or 
Caucasian 

Descent 

•Married couples that are between the ages 
of 25 and 55 
• Single Women between the ages of 25 and 
55 
•Prospective parents over the age of 50 
should check with the agency regarding age 
of child 
•Parents should be U.S. Citizens unless 
individually approved by the agency 

Siblings yes; no 
unrelated 

children but 
Individual 

consideration if 
one child has a 
special need. 

6-12 months 

Three trips: 
1st trip of 

approx. 29-
30 days; 2nd 
trip 7 days; 
3rd trip 20-

22 days 
 

$25,400 

4, 10, 16, 22, 28 and 
34 months followed 
by one self-written 

report each year 
until child(ren) 

turn(s) 18 

$32,425 - $39,245 

 
 

Ethiopia 

 
African 
Descent 

•Couples married at least 2 years that are 
over the age of 25 
•Prospective parents over the age of 50 
should check with the agency 
• Single Women over the age of 25 

Yes 6-12 months 

Yes 
At the court 
hearing 5-7 

days 

$16,200 

3, 6, 9 months 
followed by one 

self-written report 
each year until 

child(ren) turn(s) 18 

$19,575 - $23,495 

Moldova 

Caucasian, 
some Roma 

(Gypsy) 
 Yes 6-12 months 

Two, 
possibly 

three trips 
$17,200 

3, 6, 12, 18, 24, 36,  
48, 60 months 

 

Home Studies Varies 

•Varies depending on State (Oregon or 
Washington) 
•Varies depending on Domestic/Foreign 
adoption   

Yes n/a n/a 

Application: 
$300 

Home 
Study:$1500 

Post 
Adoption: 
$350 each 

Varies, depending  
on country 

requirements 

Application: $300 
Home Study:$1500 

Post Adoption: $350 each 

http://www.toladopt.org/


 

 

                        

 

 

 

 
5816 SE Powell Blvd, Suite A, Portland, Oregon 97206 

503-244-7374 Main Office  503-244-7424Fax 

 www.toladopt.org  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Highlights of Bulgarian Program:  

 Children are well cared for in state run orphanages 
 Children of all parameters are encouraged to look forward to having a family of their 

own 
 A new law has reduced the time required to release for availability down to six months: 

younger children are anticipated to be available as this new law goes in to practice over 
the next year. Many children age 4-7 waiting for families. 

 Two short trips to the country, which can be one parent only(while realizing the  affect 
upon the citizenship of the child upon entry to the USA) 

 No in-country flight required: all orphanages can easily be reached by driving. 
 ―Referral by Request‖ program where families request the child they most see as theirs 

and such a child is then matched to the family by the Central Authority of Bulgaria 
 
Location: Bulgaria is located on the Black Sea in South Eastern Europe and is South of Romania /North of Greece.  
 
Children referred: Most children are relinquished at birth and moved to local orphanages shortly after a hospital birth. 
Birth parents make this decision based on poverty and inability to provide for their child. Most children are of Roma 
(Gypsy) ethnicity though all children born in Bulgaria are considered ―Bulgarian‖ by citizenship as a result of being born 
in the country.  
 

Applicants Eligibility: a loosely applied rule of ―no more than 45 years between the age of parent and child‖. 
Prospective parents must be 15 years older than the child they hope to adopt. Married couples and single female 
applicants are readily accepted. Single males considered with submission of a full dossier on an individual basis: no law 
prevents adoption by single men, but history of a referred a child in this type of an adoption is minimal.  
 
Process description: Prospective adoptive parent(s) will submit the TOL pre-application; they will then receive 
and return the full application. Then, they will receive and return a contract specific to the family and Bulgaria. 
The full dossier will then be released to the client and a consultant will be assigned and will provide assistance to 
help complete the adoption dossier. Out-of-state clients will be provided references for home study agencies 
within their state of residence, TOL will then provide an inter- agency agreement for those agencies, and provide 
support to the family‘s social worker to help with the cultural wording within the home-study. The family will be 
responsible for completing and filing the correct immigration form and keeping their fingerprinting and I-171 
current. Upon the dossier completion, Tree of Life Adoption Center will submit the dossier to the country for 
translation and presentation to the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) for registration and the family then awaits a referral. 

 Bulgaria Program  

http://www.toladopt.org/


 

 

                        

 

Timeline for a referral will in part be determined by the parameters set by the applicant(s) for the child(ren) they 
envision in their family.  
 
Travel: The family should anticipate traveling to visit within a few weeks following receiving a referral: one 
parent may travel or both, however, only one parent traveling before the adoption is final will affect the 
citizenship of the child(ren) upon entry to the USA. The family will then return to the USA and if they desire to 
commit to the child they have been referred to, the documents will be placed to request a court hearing. The court 
hearing will be completed without the family present. The second trip is to bring your child home and it is 
generally 12-16 weeks following the first trip. 
 

 

   Bulgaria:   
Special Needs Program 

 
We are incredibly pleased to be able to offer a program for families that know that they have a gift to parent a child with even 
more ‗special‘ needs above and beyond being a child who lacks a forever family. The officials of Bulgaria have altered our ability 
to find homes for these children by allowing us to have information prior to being matched to a waiting family. As a rule, the 
Family Code of Bulgaria in conjunction with the Hague Treaty and Tree of Life Adoption Center, place families in process and 
within that documentation, the child that the family ‗sees‘ in their family is described in the family presentation. From the point 
that a family is registered as a prospective adoptive parent, they are considered a ‗waiting for referral‘ family and it is then 
determined what child will be matched to the family.  
  
Our SPECIAL NEEDS PROGRAM works differently in that if you feel that you have time, space, commitment, medical 
insurance, and a desire to parent a special child, we have been granted permission by the Ministry of Justice to share on an 
individual basis children who are identified and waiting so that they can have the greatest opportunity to have a family. This 
program can be approached in two ways: one method is to become a client of TOL by placing an application, when and if 
accepted, receiving and returning your contract and beginning the steps to become ―paper ready‖. We can assist you in locating 
an agency that is geographically near your home to prepare your home study: we will work with you to multi task and allow 
you to move forward in the timeliest way possible. At the time that we have information about children that fall within the 
parameters of the child you feel most able to parent, we will share those details with you; even if you are not fully paper ready, 
we can allow you to submit documentation to request the referral of a specific child. No child will be considered ‗yours‘ except 
when the MOJ officially offers you the referral for that child, however, most families will have their request honored if the MOJ 
reviews your information and can see your desire to parent that child. 
 
The second method is to become part of a ‗want to consider‘ special needs adoption from Bulgaria list of waiting pre adoptive 
parents: if we receive information on children who are waiting, we can send you the children‘s information (no information will 
be posted on our site as this is not allowed by country law). If you see ―your child‖, we can then begin the process to become a 
client and submit documents to request a specific child: you can then be very initiative to bring your documents together. 
Ideally, having your home study, dossier and USCIS approval will give you an advantage to commit to a child, however, we do 
not have to submit the entire packet to request your family be considered for a specific child. 
 
Please keep in mind we cannot post these children on our site and will only provide this information to individual families on a 
one on one basis.  
 
We have a document that allows you to very specifically indicate to both TOL and the MOJ the parameters of the child you ‗see‘ 
as yours. Please let us know if this is the program you feel is right for you and your family. Some advantages are that travel can 
be one parent only, two trips; one, at the time of referral and one to bring your child home much faster. 

  



 

 

                        

 

 
 

TREE OF LIFE ADOPTION CENTER FEE SCHEDULE 

BULGARIA PROGRAM, 2012 
Important Note:  This document summarizes Tree of Life Adoption Center (“Tree of Life”) fees and estimated expenses in effect 

at the time this document was produced and provided. All fees are reviewed periodically and in the future, those fees and expenses may change 

without notice. Clients will be charged the actual fees in effect at the time of billing; those amounts may vary from the amounts stated herein.  

If any payment or portion of a payment is made to TOL by credit card, a surcharge of 2% is applied to the amount of the payment made using 

the credit card. 

Effective Date of this fee schedule is 10/01/2012 

See Adoption Services Fee Agreement for full explanation of these categories of fees 

 

Type of Fee Amount When Due Paid To 

APPLICATION AND HOME STUDY: 

Application Fee $300 
With Completed 

Application 
TOL 

 

Home Study Service Fees 

(When Home Study Performed by 

TOL) 

$1,500 plus actual travel  

expenses incurred by Social 

Worker if traveling more than  

20 miles from TOL office. 

Upon acceptance of 

application and before 

beginning home study 

TOL 

Home Study Review Fee – if home  

study is  performed by other licensed  

provider (Cooperation Agency) 

$300 With Agreement  TOL 

Home Study Service Fees – home 

study performed by Cooperating 

Agency) 

Check with Cooperating 

Agency 

Check with 

Cooperating Agency 
Cooperating Agency 

Home Study Addendum, Update, etc 

when performed by other licensed  

provider (Cooperation Agency) 

Check with Cooperating 

Agency 

Check with 

Cooperating Agency 
Cooperating Agency 

U.S. FEES AND EXPENSES: total $5,300.00 

Case Management Fee – Part I (50%) $2,650.00 With Agreement TOL 

Case Management Fee – Part II (50%) $2,650.00 
Upon Submission of 

Dossier 
TOL 

TRANSLANTION AND DOCUMENT FEES AND EXPENSES: 

Dossier Notary/authentication $50-$400 
During preparation of 

dossier 

Notary and/or Secretary 

of State 

Translation/Communication $500.00 
Upon Submission of 

Dossier 
TOL 

Mailing/Shipping Expenses for 

Documents  
$200 - $300 

During Adoption 

Process 
Service Provider(s) 

SENDING COUNTRY FEES AND EXPENSES: total $12,750.00   

Foreign Registration Fee  $2,550.00 (20%) 
Upon Submission of 

Dossier 

TOL and then wired to 

BG contact/service 

provider 

Foreign Processing Fee Part I $3,825.00 (30%) 
Upon receipt of a 

referral 

TOL and then wired to 

BG contact/service 

provider 

Foreign Processing Fee Part II $6,375.00 (50%) 

Upon return from first 

trip (acceptance of 

referral) 

TOL and then wired to 

BG contact/service 

provider 

POST ADOPTION SERVICE FEES:                     

Post Adoption  Service Fee (if using 

TOL) – 4 reports@$350 each 
$1,400.00 + mileage 

Upon Acceptance of 

Referral 
TOL 

Post Adoption Service Fee (if  

using another licensed provider)  
$300.00 

Upon Acceptance of 

Referral 
TOL 

(Continued on next page) 



 

 

                        

 

(continued from previous page) 

Type of Fee Amount When Due Paid To 

IN-COUNTRY TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION EXPENSES 

In Country Transportation, Interpreter 

Service, Lodging, Meals and  

Miscellaneous 

$1500 - $2000 During Travel Service Provider(s) 

OTHER THIRD PARTIES FEES AND EXPENSES 

Pre-Adoptive Education $30 - $150 During Home Study Service Provider(s) 

Round Trip Airfare to/from Bulgaria $2000 - $2500 Before Travel Service Provider(s) 

USCIS (Including one fingerprinting) 

Additional fingerprinting (per person 

over 18 or older, including spouse) 

$750 

 

$80 

Upon filing 

I-800A form 
USCIS 

US Immigrant Visa for Child $230.00 During Travel US Embassy in Sofia 

Wiring of Funds Expenses ($45 per 

wire, approximately 3 international 

wires to send funds to Bulgaria): 

$135 

Upon Submission of 

each portion of the 

Sending Country Fee 

TOL 

ESTIMATED OTHER EXPENSES AND FEES PAID TO THIRD PARTIES:  

Insurance Refer to Service Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Medical review Expenses Refer to Service Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Unanticipated Medical Expenses Refer to Service Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Miscellaneous Refer to Service Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

OPTIONAL PRE/POST ADOPTION 

FAMILY SUPPORT – Parent family 

attachment counseling with licensed 

psychologist 

Refer to Service Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Optional: Child Escort Service Fee $1,500 Before Travel TOL 

 
For a more clear and easy-to-understand what fees are due when, here is a more concise Bulgarian Payment 
Schedule due to TOL: 
 
For ONE CHILD the total due to TOL will be $19,450.00. 
 
This will be the Payment Schedule for ONE CHILD: 

Application Fee – Due with Application    $300.00 

Total Due with Signed Agreement:      $2,950.00 

Total Due when Dossier is sent to Bulgaria    $5,700.00 

Total Due when the referral is received (prior to first trip)  $3,825.00 

Total Due when the referral is accepted (upon return from first trip) $6,675.00 

 

Additional Expenses – see above fee schedule: 

 Cost of USCIS filing, U.S. visa for child payable at U.S. embassy in Sofia.   

 Home Study and Post-Adoption Report Preparation Fee 

 Pre-Adoptive Education 

 Cost of all notaries and authentication for document preparation  

 All immigration and travel fees (airfare, hotel, meals, interpreter, in-country transportation, etc.) for parents and 
child. 

 Mailing and wiring expenses for all documents, fees and packages. 
 

Please contact TOL for fees related to adoption of siblings or non-related children. 
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 Kazakhstan Program   
 

 
Location: Kazakhstan is a Central Asian country bordered by Russia, China and Mongolia. 
 
Children Waiting: The children available are of Kazak ethnicity and appearance, mixed Kazak/Russian ethnicity and 
Eurasian in appearance or Russian in ethnicity and Caucasian in appearance.  Infants may be adopted as young as 12 
months old.  
 
Applicants Eligibility: country law is held fairly rigid: The difference between the child and the adoptive parents has to 
be not less than 16 years and not more than 45 years. The priority to adopt will be given to full families, but they will 
consider every case where the adoptive mother wants to adopt and see all her conditions. all the close family members 
will have to give in writing their agreement to the adoption. Close family members are: father's parents, mother's parents 
and all the children in the adoptive family.  
The priority to adopt will be given to married couples, but single women applicants are accepted and MOE will consider 
each individual case. Adoptive parents must own their home. Pleople who rent are not considered for adoption in 
Kazakhstan. 
  
 
There are very strict medical requirements in that no medical or psychiatric conditions can be present in either parent.  In 
this program, all applicants must have a clear FBI records check with no incidents or activity.   

 

Process description: Prospective adoptive parent(s) will submit the TOL pre-application, they will then receive and 
return the full application. They will also receive and return a contract specific to the family and Kazakhstan. The full 
dossier will then be released to the client and a consultant will be assigned and will provide assistance to help complete 
the adoption dossier. TOL will provide support to the family‘s social worker to complete cultural wording within the 
home-study should TOL assistance be requested. Upon the dossier completion, Tree of Life will submit the documents for 
translation here in the USA; an application to register will then go to the Consulate in New York City and then upon 
receipt of the registration, the dossier is sent to Kazakhstan to TOL‘s representation for review, notarization and 
authentication and then submitted to The Ministry of Education (MOE) for approval by the officials. Within a month, 
assuming the dossier is compiled properly, MOE will issue the approval of the dossier and then proceed to make a 
referral of a child to the family, based on the children available (MOE sends to the Representation information on the 
child and it's picture and Representation sends it to the Agency, which in turn forwards it to the family. If the family 
accepts the referral of the child they write an statement that they want to continue with the adoption of the child and TOL 
will submit it to MOE, which in turn sends a letter to the regional Department of Education that the child who is chosen 
by the family is no longer available for domestic adoption. Then the family is getting ready for the trip to Uralsk where 
they need to visit with the child for 4 weeks. 
In the event the family refuses the referral during their first trip, NO MORE CHILDREN will be referred. 

http://www.toladopt.org/


 

 

                        

 

Families generally travel 5 to 8 months after dossier submission to the country. The timeline will in part be determined by 
the parameters set by the applicants specific to the child(ren) they most see in their family and the availability of such 
children within the orphanages. Families will be offered referrals of children available for adoption, one at a time, until 
they accept a referral.  Once families have accepted a referral, the two weeks visitation period begins. Court follows and 
then families take custody of their child while the legal timeline is met and final documents produced to allow the family 
to return to the USA.  
  
Travel:  

 1st trip – Visitation (both adoptive parents or single women applicants) - 29-30 days (visiting the child, preparing 
Court documents); 

  

 2) 2nd trip – Court Hearing (in 1.5 - 2 months) for 7 days (both adoptive parents or single women applicants). 
After Court families go home and wait until Court Decree is final (18 days); 

  

 3) 3rd trip – Finalization and Bringing Child Home (one adoptive parent) - about 20-22 days. 1-st day - obtaining 
Court decree, 2-3rd day obtaining the child's documents from registry office (birth certificate and adoption 
certificate), 10-12 days waiting for the child's passport from Astana, 1 day - exit visa for the child, 3 days 
registration of the child in MFA in Astana and after that the family and child fly to Almaty or Astana for the 
interview and the child's entry visa at the US Embassy -  3 more days - Total about 20-22 days. 

 

 
 



 

 

                        

 

TREE OF LIFE ADOPTION CENTER KAZAKHSTAN 

FEE SCHEDULE ESTIMATE 
 

Important Note:  This document summarizes Tree of Life Adoption Center (“Tree of Life”) fees and 
estimated expenses in effect at the time this document was produced and provided. All fees are reviewed 

periodically and in the future, those fees and expenses may change without notice. Clients will be charged 
the actual fees in effect at the time of billing; those amounts may vary from the amounts stated herein. 1 
If any payment or portion of a payment is made to TOL by credit card, a surcharge of 2.5% is applied to the 
amount of the payment made using the credit card. 
Effective Date of this fee schedule is 8/1/2012 
See Adoption Services Fee Agreement for full explanation of these categories of fees 

Type of Fee Amount When Due Paid To 
APPLICATION AND HOME STUDY: 
Application Fee $300 With Completed 

Application 
TOL 

Home Study Service Fees 

(When Home Study Performed by TOL)
1
 

 
Home Study Service Fees (outside 
Oregon or Western Washington, 
performed by a cooperation agency) 

$1,500 plus mileage (at  
current federal mileage 
rate).  
 
Varies from $1,000-
3,000, depending on 
agency and  
state of the study - 
Check  
with Cooperating Agency 

Due before the first 
home visit 
 
Determined by your 
homestudy agency 

TOL  
 
 
 
Your homestudy 
agency  

Home Study Review Fee – if home  
study is  performed by other licensed  
provider (Cooperating Agency) 

$300 Upon acceptance of 
application 

TOL 

U.S. FEES AND EXPENSES: total $5,300.00 
Case Management Fee – Part I (50%) $2650 With Agreement TOL 

Case Management Fee – Part II (50%) $2650 Upon Submission of 
Dossier 

TOL 

TRANSLANTION AND DOCUMENT FEES AND EXPENSES: 
Dossier Fees Include: pre and post  
adoption translations (first 6 reports), 
handling, consulate and courier fees 

$2,500 
 

Upon Submission of 
Completed Dossier 

TOL  

Dossier Notary/authentication $100-$500 During preparation of 
dossier 

Notary and/or 
Secretary of 
State 

Mailing/Shipping Expenses for  
Documents  (FedEx) 

$200 - $300 During Adoption 
Process 

Service 
Provider(s) 

Wiring of Funds Expenses: $45 per wire Upon Submission of 
each portion of the 
Sending Country Fee 

TOL 

SENDING COUNTRY FEES AND TRAVEL COSTS   
Agency Initiated Foreign Dossier 
Submission and Processing Fees  

$5500  Upon Submission of 
Dossier 

TOL  

Agency Initiated Foreign Program Fee – 
single child  

$5000 Before 1st trip travel TOL  

Foreign Processing Fee  
Includes: Court Related Costs 
Child’s Passport 
Birth and Adoption Certificates 
Child’s Kaz exit visa 
Child Adoption Registration 
Court Taxes and Fees 
Translation and copy of child’s documents 
for court  
Notary and certification, documents and 
preparation after court hearing for US 
Consulate interview 
Courier and transportation of documents to 
and from official offices  

$6500 Upon Acceptance of 

Referral (Upon 
Return from First 
Trip) 

TOL 



 

 

                        

 

Humanitarian Fees 
Office Expenses 
Transportation expenses for staff 

POST ADOPTION SERVICE FEES:                     
Post Adoption Report  
– 6 reports for the first 3 years prepaid to 
TOL  
or your home study provider 
 
Annual reports until child turns 18 - $100 
each  
report (covers notary, apostille, FedEx, 
translation) 

$2100 + mileage – 
fees may vary 
depending on agency 
 
Depends on the age 
of child at the time of 
adoption 

Upon Acceptance of 
Referral (Upon Return 
from First Trip) 
 
Upon Acceptance of 
Referral (Upon Return 
from First Trip) 

TOL and/or 
cooperating 
agency 
 
 
TOL 

TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION EXPENSES 

Round Trip Airfare to/from 

Kazakhstan
1
  

(per Adult) 

$1,500 - $2,000 per trip 
(approximate) 

Before Travel Service Provider(s) 

Return Airfare (per child) $500-1000 (approximate) Before child’s travel  Service Provider 

Airport pick-up and delivery 

 
Travel to region by air 

$75 per trip 

 
$300 - $400 per trip per 
person each way 
(approximate) 

In country During 

Travel 

Service Provider(s) 

Apartment Lodging 1st trip in Region 
for  
36 days 
 
Hotel option may be available 
 
Lodging, if overnight needed on 
way 
in and out of Almaty 
 
Meals while in country 

$1,500  
 
 
$120/day and up 
 
$120/day and up 
 
 
$35-45/day for two people 
(approximate) 

In country During 
Travel  
 
 
In country During 
Travel  
 
In country During 
Travel  
 
 
In country During 
Travel  

Service Provider(s)  
 
 
Service Provider(s) 
 
Service Provider(s) 
 
 
Service Provider(s) 

2nd and 3rd trip driver, vehicle and  
interpreter, apartment in Region 
 
2nd and 3rd trip driver and vehicle 
only, Region and Almaty (Hotel 
option) 

$195/day  
 
 
$95/day, plus hotel cost 
$120/day and up 

In country During 
Travel  
 
 
In country During 
Travel  

Service Provider(s)  
 
 
Service Provider(s) 
 

OTHER THIRD PARTIES FEES AND EXPENSES 
Pre-Adoptive Education 

$30 - $350 
During Home 

Study 
Service Provider(s) 

USCIS (Including one 

fingerprinting) 
Additional fingerprinting (per 
person over 18 or older, 
including spouse) 

$720 
 

$85 

Upon filing 
I-800A form 

USCIS 

US Immigrant Visa for Child 

Child Medical Exam 

$230 

$100 
During Travel 

US Embassy in 

Almaty 

Kaz Entry Visa (triple entry) $150 per person Before Travel Kaz Consulate 

ESTIMATED OTHER EXPENSES AND FEES PAID TO THIRD PARTIES:  

Insurance 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Medical review Expenses 
Refer to Service 

Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Unanticipated Medical Expenses 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

 
  



 

 

                        

 

For a more clear and easy-to-understand what fees are due when, here is a more concise Kazakhstan Payment 
Schedule due to TOL: 
 
For ONE CHILD the total due to TOL will be $25,400.00. 
 
This will be the Payment Schedule for ONE CHILD: 

Application Fee – Due with Application    $300.00 

Total Due with Signed Agreement:      $2,950.00 

Total Due when Dossier is sent to Kazakhstan    $10,650.00 

Total Due when the referral is received (prior to first trip)  $5,000.00 

Total Due when the referral is accepted (upon return from first trip) $6,500.00, plus post-adoption service 

fee ($100/report until child reaches 18) 

 

Additional Expenses – see above fee schedule: 

 Cost of USCIS filing, U.S. visa for child payable at U.S. embassy in Almaty or Kazakhstan.   

 Home Study and Post-Adoption Report Preparation Fee 

 Pre-Adoptive Education 

 Cost of all notaries and authentication for document preparation  

 All immigration and travel fees (airfare, entry visas, hotel, meals, interpreter, in-country transportation, etc.) for 
parents and child. 

 Mailing and wiring expenses for all documents, fees and packages. 
 
Please contact TOL for fees related to adoption of siblings or non-related children. 
  



 

 

                        

 

 

 

    Ethiopia Program      

 
 

Highlights of the Ethiopian adoption program: 
 Infants readily available for referral along with toddlers to older children 
 Sibling groups are available 
 Children are healthy, medical report and pictures are made available for prospective clients 
 Low cost of the program 
 Short in country travel time 

 
Location: Ethiopia is a beautiful country situated in Eastern Africa near the Red Sea, with a population of 53 million.  It is one of 
the oldest countries in the world. 
 
Children referred are in orphanages in Addis Ababa, however they can be from outside the capital.  
The most common reasons for availability are:  

 poverty (parents cannot care for them);  
 deceased parents;  
 abandonment due to the family household  

 
Applicants Eligibility: married couples and single women applications are accepted.  
The age range for the adoptive applicants is rather wide; applicants over 55+ years old are accepted but preferable for an older 
child. 
 
Process description: Prospective adoptive parent(s) will submit the TOL pre-application, they will then receive and return the full 
application. Then, they will receive and return a contract specific to the family and Ethiopia. The full dossier will then be released 
to the client and a consultant will be assigned and will provide assistance to help complete the adoption dossier. Out-of-state 
clients can be provided references for home study agencies within their state of residence. TOL will be provide inter agency 
agreement and provide support to the family‘s social worker to complete cultural wording within the home-study should TOL 
assistance be requested. The family will be responsible for completing the filing of the correct immigration form and keeping 
fingerprinting and I-171H (immigration approval) current. Upon the dossier completion, Tree of Life will submit the documents 
to the Ethiopian Consulate in US and then to Ethiopia for translation and registration. A referral will be made by the country 
within the timeline set by Ethiopia after the registration of the family‘s documents. The time line will in part be determined by the 
parameters set by the applicants specific to the child(ren) they see most fitted for their family.  
 
Travel: Travel is required by the country; at least one parent needs to be present for the court hearing. However, if both parents 
visit the child before court, the child will receive IR3 visa status, enabling the child to become a US citizen upon entering US. The 
second trip, one or both parents can travel or the child can be escorted home.  The length of each trip is approximately 5-7 days. 
Specific to clients who absolutely cannot travel for the second trip, escort service is available for an additional fee: extended length 
of time and additional documentation is necessary to complete your adoption. See fee schedule for additional information.  
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TREE OF LIFE ADOPTION CENTER FEE SCHEDULE 

ETHIOPIA PROGRAM, 2012 

 
Important Note:  This document summarizes Tree of Life Adoption Center 

(“Tree of Life”) fees and estimated expenses in effect at the time this document 
was produced and provided. All fees are reviewed periodically and in the future, 

those fees and expenses may change without notice. Clients will be charged the 
actual fees in effect at the time of billing; those amounts may vary from the 

amounts stated herein.  
If any payment or portion of a payment is made to TOL by credit card, a surcharge of 2% is 

applied to the amount of the payment made using the credit card. 
Effective Date of this fee schedule is 10/15/2012 

See Adoption Services Fee Agreement for full explanation of these categories of fees 
 

Type of Fee Amount When Due Paid To 
APPLICATION AND HOME STUDY: 

Application Fee $300 
With Completed 

Application 
TOL 

Home Study Service Fees 
(When Home Study 
Performed by TOL)1 

$1,500 plus actual travel  
expenses (mileage, airfare, 
hotel, meal per diem, etc.) 

incurred by Social Worker 
if traveling more than 20 
miles from TOL office. 

Upon acceptance 
of application and 

before beginning 
home study 

TOL 

Home Study Review Fee – if 
home  
study is  performed by other 

licensed provider  
(Cooperating Agency)) 

$300 
Upon acceptance 

of application 
TOL 

Home Study Service Fees – 

home study performed by 
Cooperating Agency) 

Check with Cooperating 
Agency 

Check with 

Cooperating 
Agency 

Cooperating 
Agency 

Home Study Addendum, 
Update, etc when performed  
by other licensed  
provider (Cooperation 
Agency) 

Check with Cooperating 

Agency 

Check with 
Cooperating 

Agency 

Cooperating 

Agency 

U.S. FEES AND EXPENSES: total $3,200.00 
Case Management Fee –  
Part I (50%) 

$1,600.00 With Agreement TOL 

Case Management Fee –  
Part II (50%) 

$1,600.00 
Upon Submission 

of Dossier 
TOL 

TRANSLANTION AND DOCUMENT FEES AND EXPENSES: 
Ethiopia Consulate Dossier  

Processing and courier Fee 
$450 

Upon Submission 

of Dossier 
Ethiopia Consulate 

Dossier Notary/authentication $50-$400 
During preparation 

of dossier 
Notary and/or 

Secretary of State 

Mailing/Shipping Expenses for 

Documents  
$150 - $200 

During Adoption 

Process 
Service Provider(s) 

SENDING COUNTRY FEES AND EXPENSES: total $12,100.00   

Foreign Registration Fee  $6,050.00  
Upon Submission 

of Dossier 

TOL and then paid 

by TOL to Service 
Provider 

Foreign Processing Fee  $6,050.00 
Upon Acceptance 

of Referral 

TOL and then paid 
by TOL to Service 

Provider 



 

 

                        

 

POST ADOPTION SERVICE FEES:                     
Post Adoption  Service Fee (if 

using TOL) – 3 reports@$350 
each 

$1,050.00 + mileage 
Upon Acceptance 

of Referral 
TOL 

Post Adoption Service Fee (if  
using another licensed 
provider) 

$300.00 
Upon Acceptance 

of Referral 
TOL 

IN-COUNTRY TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION EXPENSES 
Lodging, Meals, in-country 
transportation and  
Miscellaneous1 

$1600- $2,000 (two 
trips) 

During Travel 
TOL and then paid 
by TOL to Service 

Provider 

OTHER THIRD PARTIES FEES AND EXPENSES 
Pre-Adoptive Education 

$30 - $150 
During Home 

Study 
Service Provider(s) 

Round Trip Airfare to/from 
Ethiopia1 (one Adult) 

$2,400 - $3,500 (two 
trips) 

Before Travel Service Provider(s) 

USCIS (Including one 

fingerprinting) 
Additional fingerprinting (per 
person over 18 or older, 
including spouse) 

$750 
 

$80 

Upon filing 

I-800A form 
USCIS 

US Immigrant Visa for Child 
$230.00 During Travel 

US Embassy in 
Addis-Ababa 

Wiring of Funds Expenses ($45 per 

wire, approximately 2 international 

wires to send funds to Ethiopia): 

$90 

Upon Submission of 

each portion of the 

Sending Country Fee 

TOL and then Paid to 

Service Provider 

ESTIMATED OTHER EXPENSES AND FEES PAID TO THIRD PARTIES:  

Medical review Expenses 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Unanticipated Medical Expenses 
Refer to Service 

Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Miscellaneous 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Optional Pre/Post Adoption 
Family Support – Parent family 
attachment counseling with 
licensed psychologist 

Refer to Service 
Provider 

Refer to Service 
Provider 

Refer to Service 
Provider 

 

Included in these fees are: 
- A $500 per adopted child donation for the HIV (+) program.  
- All costs related to the lodging, feeding, clothing, care taking of the child during his/her stay in the orphanages from the 
date of admission of the child, until his/her departure after finalisation of all procedures related to the adoption by the 
adoptive family. 
- After a family will accept the child the MEDICAL related fees will be paid by the family. If the family would like to have the 
child moved to the Foster Home that will be paid separately….and it will be $250/month/child. 
- Cost for translation of documents                                             
- Cost for Birth certificate.             
- Cost for legalisation of birth certificate, contract of adoption, court decision and case study          

For a more clear and easy-to-understand what fees are due when, here is a more concise Ethiopian Payment 
Schedule due to TOL: 
 
For ONE CHILD the total due to TOL will be $16,200.00. 
 
This will be the Payment Schedule for ONE CHILD: 

Application Fee – Due with Application   $300.00 

Total Due with Signed Agreement:     $1,900.00 



 

 

                        

 

Total Due when Dossier is sent to Ethiopia $7,650.00  

Total Due when the referral is accepted    $6,350.00  

 

Additional Expenses – see above fee schedule: 

 Cost of USCIS filing, U.S. visa for child payable at U.S. embassy in Addis-Ababa.   

 Home Study and Post-Adoption Report Preparation Fee 

 Pre-Adoptive Education 

 Courier and Authentication fee at US Department of State and Ethiopian Embassy 

 Cost of all notaries and authentication for document preparation  

 All immigration and travel fees (airfare, hotel, meals, interpreter, in-country transportation, etc.) for parents and 
child. 

 Mailing and wiring expenses for all documents, fees and packages. 
                         

Please contact TOL for fees related to adoption of siblings or non-related children. 

  



 

 

                        

 

 

5816 SE Powell Blvd, Suite A, Portland, Oregon 97206 

503-244-7374 Main Office  503-244-7424Fax 

 www.toladopt.org  

 

             Haiti Program       

 
 

Highlights of the Haiti adoption program: 

 Children can be referred as infants or older age 
 Sibling groups are available; unrelated children can be adopted simultaneously by a family 
 Children can be healthy or with minor correctable medical needs. 
 Low cost of the program 
 Parents must travel for the court hearing; families can travel before the adoption is completed to meet the child(ren). 

 
Location: Haiti is a democratic country located in the Caribbean, 50 miles east of Cuba and approximately 600 miles southeast of Florida          
 
Children referred: Children are located in orphanages in Port-au-Prince. The most common reason the children become available for 
adoption is poverty. The children are tested for Hepatitis, HIV, and TB, Malaria and Sickle Cell disease. 
 

Applicants Eligibility: Haitian adoption authority prefers that adoptive parents be married and at least 30 years old. Single women are 
also allowed to adopt from this country and must they be of 30 years of age.  
 
Process description: Prospective adoptive parent(s) will submit the TOL pre-application, they will then receive and return the full 
application. Then, they will receive and return a contract specific to the family and Haiti. The full dossier will then be released to the 
client and a consultant will be assigned and will provide assistance to help complete the adoption dossier. Out-of-state clients can be 
provided references for home study agencies within their state of residence. TOL will be providing inter agency agreement and provide 
support to family‘s social worker to complete cultural wording within the home-study should TOL assistance be requested. The family 
will be responsible for filing the correct immigration form and keeping fingerprinting and I-171H (immigration approval) current. There 
are two ways of locating a child: choose a ―waiting child‖ with the assistance of one of our coordinator‘s, or request a referral of a 
specific child once the dossier is sent into the country.  
 
Travel: One short trip (3-5 days) for both parents is required by the country at the time of court hearing. It is our personal 
encouragement that the parents travel to meet the child before the adoption is finalized to ensure a successful bonding process and 
become a strong family. Specific to clients who cannot travel to bring their child home after the adoption completion, escort service is 
available for an additional fee: extended length of time and additional documentation is necessary to complete the adoption if escort 
service is chosen.  

 

  

http://www.toladopt.org/


 

 

                        

 

TREE OF LIFE ADOPTION CENTER FEE SCHEDULE 

HAITI PROGRAM, 2012 

 
Important Note:  This document summarizes Tree of Life Adoption Center (“Tree of Life”) fees and estimated expenses in effect 

at the time this document was produced and provided. All fees are reviewed periodically and in the future, those fees and expenses may change 

without notice. Clients will be charged the actual fees in effect at the time of billing; those amounts may vary from the amounts stated herein.  

If any payment or portion of a payment is made to TOL by credit card, a surcharge of 2% is applied to the amount of the payment made using 

the credit card. 

Effective Date of this fee schedule is 10/01/2010 

See Adoption Services Fee Agreement for full explanation of these categories of fees 

 

Type of Fee Amount When Due Paid To 

APPLICATION AND HOME STUDY: 

Application Fee $300 
With Completed 

Application 
TOL 

Home Study Service Fees 

(When Home Study Performed by 

TOL; for OR and WA families 

only)1 

$1,500 plus actual travel  

expenses (mileage, airfare, hotel, 

meal per diem, etc.) incurred by 

Social Worker if traveling more 

than 20 miles from TOL office. 

Upon acceptance of 

application and before 

beginning home study 

TOL 

Home Study Review Fee – if home  

study is  performed by other licensed  

provider (Cooperation Agency) 

$300 
Upon acceptance of 

application 
TOL 

Home Study Service Fees – home 

study performed by Cooperating 

Agency) 

Check with Cooperating 

Agency 

Check with 

Cooperating Agency 
Cooperating Agency 

Home Study Addendum, Update, etc 

when performed by other licensed  

provider (Cooperation Agency) 

Check with Cooperating 

Agency 

Check with 

Cooperating Agency 
Cooperating Agency 

U.S. FEES AND EXPENSES: total $5,300.00 

Case Management Fee – Part I (50%) $2,650.00 With Agreement TOL 

Case Management Fee – Part II (50%) $2650.00 
Upon Submission of 

Dossier 
TOL 

TRANSLANTION AND DOCUMENT FEES AND EXPENSES: 

Dossier Translation Fee $750 
Upon Submission of 

Dossier 

TOL and then paid by 

TOL to Service Provider 

Haiti Consulate Dossier  

Processing 
$250-300 

Upon Submission of 

Dossier 
Haiti Consulate 

Dossier Notary/authentication $50-$400 
During preparation of 

dossier 

Notary and/or Secretary 

of State 

Mailing/Shipping Expenses for 

Documents  
$150 - $200 

During Adoption 

Process 
Service Provider(s) 

SENDING COUNTRY FEES AND EXPENSES: total $8,100.00   

Foreign Registration Fee  $4,500  
Upon Submission of 

Dossier 

TOL and then paid by 

TOL to Service Provider 

Foreign Processing Fee  $3,600 
Upon Acceptance of 

Referral 

TOL and then paid by 

TOL to Service Provider 

POST ADOPTION SERVICE FEES:                     

Post Adoption  Service Fee (if using 

TOL-for OR and WA families only) – 

3 reports@$350 each 

$1050 + mileage 
Upon Acceptance of 

Referral 
TOL 

Post Adoption Service Fee (if  

using another licensed provider) 
$300.00 

Upon Acceptance of 

Referral 
TOL 

(Continued on next page) 



 

 

                        

 

(continued from previous page) 

Type of Fee Amount When Due Paid To 

IN-COUNTRY TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION EXPENSES 

Lodging, Meals, in-country 

transportation and  

Miscellaneous 

$800- $1,500 During Travel Service Provider 

OTHER THIRD PARTIES FEES AND EXPENSES 

Pre-Adoptive Education $30 - $150 During Home Study Service Provider(s) 

Round Trip Airfare to/from Haiti  

(one Adult) 
$500 - $1,000 Before Travel Service Provider(s) 

USCIS (Including one fingerprinting) 

Additional fingerprinting (per person 

over 18 or older, including spouse) 

$750 

 

$80 

Upon filing 

I-800A form 
USCIS 

US Immigrant Visa for Child 
$230.00 During Travel 

US Embassy in  

Port au Prince 

Wiring of Funds Expenses ($45 per 

wire, approximately 2 international 

wires to send funds to Haiti) 

$90 

Upon Submission of 

each portion of the 

Sending Country Fee 

TOL 

ESTIMATED OTHER EXPENSES AND FEES PAID TO THIRD PARTIES:  

Insurance Refer to Service Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Medical review Expenses Refer to Service Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Unanticipated Medical Expenses Refer to Service Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Miscellaneous Refer to Service Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Optional Pre/Post Adoption Family 

Support – Parent family attachment 

counseling with licensed psychologist 

Refer to Service Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

DNA Collection/testing 
Refer to Service Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Optional: Child Escort Service Fee $1,500 Before Travel TOL 

 

For a more clear and easy-to-understand what fees are due when, here is a more concise Haitian Payment 
Schedule due to TOL: 
 
For ONE CHILD the total due to TOL will be $15,050.00. 
 
This will be the Payment Schedule for ONE CHILD: 

Application Fee – Due with Application   $300.00 

Total Due with Signed Agreement:     $2,950.00 

Total Due when Dossier is sent to Haiti $7,900.00  

Total Due when the referral is accepted    $3,900.00  

Additional Expenses – see above fee schedule: 

 Cost of USCIS filing, U.S. visa for child payable at U.S. embassy in Port-au-Prince.   

 Home Study and Post-Adoption Report Preparation Fee 

 Pre-Adoptive Education 

 Cost of all notaries and authentication for document preparation  

 Haitian Consulate Processing Fee 

 All immigration and travel fees (airfare, hotel, meals, in-country transportation, etc.) for parents and child. 

 Mailing and wiring expenses for all documents, fees and packages. 
 

 

Please contact TOL for fees related to adoption of siblings or non-related children. 



 

 

                        

 

 

 Moldova Program 
Highlights of the Moldova adoption program: 

 Children can be referred as infants (from 12 months old) or older age 
 Hague Country (TOL is accredited by Moldovan Government) 
 Sibling groups are available; unrelated children can be adopted simultaneously by a family 
 Children can be healthy or with some medical needs. 
 Low cost of the program 
 Parents must travel for visitation and the court hearing; two trips, possibly three (first trip to meet the child and do 

visitation. Parents stay there until court and then they come back and then they travel for pick up).   
Location: Moldova is an ex-Soviet democratic country located northeast of Romania and bordering Ukraine 
 

Children referred: Children are located in orphanages throughout Moldova. The most common reason the children become available 
for adoption is poverty.. 
Applicants Eligibility: Adoptive parents must be at least 25 years old and the diference between the adoptive parents and child must be 
not smaller than 25 and not bigger than 48 years (there are certain exceptions provided by the Adoption Law).  
 

Process description: Prospective adoptive parent(s) will submit the TOL pre-application, they will then receive and return the full 
application. Then, they will receive and return a contract specific to the family and Moldova. The full dossier will then be released to the 
client and a consultant will be assigned and will provide assistance to help complete the adoption dossier. Out-of-state clients can be 
provided references for home study agencies within their state of residence. TOL will be providing inter agency agreement and provide 
support to family‘s social worker to complete cultural wording within the home-study should TOL assistance be requested. The family 
will be responsible for filing the correct immigration form and keeping fingerprinting and I-800 A (immigration approval) current. Once 
completed, the dossier is submitted to TOL and subsequently shipped to Moldova, where it is translated, notarized and submitted to 
the Central Authority (Ministry of Labor and Social Protection) for verification and registration. Assuming that the dossier is properly 
compiled, the Central Authority will issue a registration certificate and proceed to match the family with a child, with the assistance of 
local child welfare authorities. Once a child is located based on the petition to adopt, the Central Authority will ―propose‖ that child for 
adoption and will transmit to TOL information about the child referred, which in turn will forward it to the family. If the parents accept 
the referral, the Central Authority will issue a visitation authorization enabling the family to travel to Moldova and start visitation with 
the child under the supervision of the local child welfare authorities. The visitation may last between one to three months, but it could 
be shorter if the local authority considers that bonding time was sufficient. If the local child welfare authority considers that there is 
bonding between the child and parents, it will submit a report to the Central Authority recommending the finalization of the adoption. 
Central Authority will issue a certificate within 5 days allowing the continuation of the adoption and TOL will submit a petition of 
adopting the referred child and submit it to Appellate Court in the region where the child is located in Moldova. The parents must be 
present during the court hearing. The court decree becomes final after 20 days and it is submitted to the Central Authority within five 
days of becoming final.  
 

Travel: Travel is required by the country; both parents need to be present for the visitation/bonding period and at the court hearing. 
The length of each trip can vary, depending on the local child welfare authority during the visitation/bonding period and whether the 
family chooses to stay after the court hearing for the court decree and other documents to become final or chooses to return to the US 
and take a third trip. After the court hearing or for the third trip only one parent is required to be present in the country.    



 

 

                        

 

TREE OF LIFE ADOPTION CENTER FEE SCHEDULE 

MOLDOVA  
  
Important Note:  This document summarizes Tree of Life Adoption Center (“Tree of 

Life”) fees and estimated expenses in effect at the time this document was produced and 

provided. All fees are reviewed periodically and in the future, those fees and expenses may 

change without notice. Clients will be charged the actual fees in effect at the time of billing; those 

amounts may vary from the amounts stated herein.  

If any payment or portion of a payment is made to TOL by credit card, a surcharge of 2% is 

applied to the amount of the payment made using the credit card. 

Effective Date of this fee schedule is 10/01/2012 

 

Type of Fee Amount When Due Paid To 
APPLICATION AND HOME STUDY: 

Application Fee ($300 paid) $300 
With Completed 

Application 
TOL 

Home Study Review Fee – if 

home  
study is  performed by other 
licensed  
provider (Cooperation Agency) 

$300 
Upon acceptance 

of application 
TOL 

Home Study Service Fees – 
home study performed by 

Cooperating Agency) 

Check with Cooperating 
Agency 

Check with 
Cooperating 

Agency 

Cooperating 
Agency 

Home Study Addendum, 
Update, etc when performed by 
other licensed  
provider (Cooperation 
Agency) 

Check with Cooperating 
Agency 

Check with 
Cooperating 

Agency 

Cooperating 
Agency 

U.S. FEES AND EXPENSES: total $5,300.00 

Case Management Fee – 1st 
part -50%) 

$2,650.00 

Upon Entering the 

Program Prior to 

Release of Dossier 

TOL 

Case Management Fee  - 
2ndpart-50% 

$2,650.00 
90 Days after 

release of Dossier 
TOL 

TRANSLANTION AND DOCUMENT FEES AND EXPENSES: 

Dossier Translation $500 
Upon Submission 

of Dossier 
TOL and then to 
service provider 

Dossier Notary/authentication $50-$400 
During preparation 

of dossier 
Notary and/or 

Secretary of State 

Mailing/Shipping Expenses for 
Documents  

$200 - $300 
During Adoption 

Process 
Service Provider(s) 

SENDING COUNTRY FEES AND EXPENSES: total $10,500.00   

Foreign Registration Fee  $5,500.00 
Upon Submission 

of Dossier 

TOL and then wired 
to MD 

contact/service 

provider 

Foreign Processing Fee $5,000.00 
Upon receipt of a 
referral before 

travel 

TOL and then wired 
to MD 

contact/service 
provider 

POST ADOPTION SERVICE FEES:                     
Post Adoption Service Fee (if  
using another licensed 
provider)  

$300.00 
Upon receipt of 

Referral 
TOL 

(Continued on next page) 



 

 

                        

 

(continued from previous page) 

Type of Fee Amount When Due Paid To 
IN-COUNTRY TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION EXPENSES 
Lodging, Meals and  
Miscellaneous 

$1500 - $2000 During Travel Service Provider(s) 

OTHER THIRD PARTIES FEES AND EXPENSES 
Pre-Adoptive Education 

$30 - $150 
During Home 

Study 
Service Provider(s) 

Round Trip Airfare to/from 
Moldova 

$2000 - $2500 Before Travel Service Provider(s) 

USCIS (Including one 
fingerprinting) 
Additional fingerprinting (per 
person over 18 or older, 
including spouse) 

$750 
 

$80 

Upon filing 
I-800A form 

USCIS 

US Immigrant Visa for Child 
$230.00 During Travel 

US Embassy in 
Sofia 

Wiring of Funds Expenses  
($45 per wire, approximately  
2 international wires to send 

funds to Moldova): 

$90 

Upon Submission 
of each portion of 

the Sending 

Country Fee 

TOL 

ESTIMATED OTHER EXPENSES AND FEES PAID TO THIRD PARTIES:  

Insurance 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Medical review Expenses 
Refer to Service 

Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Unanticipated Medical Expenses 
Refer to Service 

Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

Miscellaneous 
Refer to Service 

Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 
Refer to Service 

Provider 

OPTIONAL PRE/POST 
ADOPTION FAMILY SUPPORT – 

Parent family attachment 

counseling with licensed 
psychologist 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

Refer to Service 

Provider 

 

For a more clear and easy-to-understand what fees are due when, here is a more concise Moldovan Payment 
Schedule due to TOL: 
 
For ONE CHILD the total due to TOL will be $17,200.00. 
 
This will be the Payment Schedule for ONE CHILD: 

Application Fee – Due with Application   $300.00 

Total Due with Signed Agreement:     $2,950.00 

Total Due when Dossier is sent to Moldova $8,650.00  

Total Due when the referral is received    $5,300.00  

Additional Expenses – see above fee schedule: 

 Cost of USCIS filing, U.S. visa for child payable at U.S. embassy in Chisinau.   

 Home Study and Post-Adoption Report Preparation Fee 

 Pre-Adoptive Education 

 Cost of all notaries and authentication for document preparation  

 All immigration and travel fees (airfare, hotel, meals, interpreting, in-country transportation, etc.) for parents and 
child. 

 Mailing and wiring expenses for all documents, fees and packages. 
Please contact TOL for fees related to adoption of siblings or non-related children. 
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ADOPTION FUNDING  

The costs associated with adoption may seem overwhelming at first, but with the help of a variety of funding sources 
available, it may be more affordable than you think! Below are several funding resources to consider: 

 

Federal Adoption Tax Credit On their federal income tax return, adoptive parents may be able to claim a tax 
credit of up to $12,150 for qualified adoption expenses for both domestic and international adoptions. For details, visit the 
IRS web site at: www.irs.ustreas.gov 
 

The ABBA Fund provides financial assistance to Christian couples who are called by God to expand their 
families through adoption and who need help with the "cash flow crunch" posed by adoption expenses. Adopting couples 
may request financial assistance in any amount, based on their needs. Financial assistance provided by the ABBA Fund 
will depend in part upon the needs of the couple and the resources available to the ABBA Fund. The couple will enter 
into a covenant agreement with the ABBA Fund whereby the couple agrees to reimburse the ABBA Fund in manageable 
monthly payments. Financial assistance provided by the ABBA Fund is interest free. For details, visit their web site at: 
www.abbafund.org 
 

A Child's Desire is a non-profit charity that provides grants for families seeking to adopt hard to place children, 
children with special needs and children over the age of eight. For details, visit their web site at: www.achildsdesire.org 
 

A Child Waits Foundation was formed in 1998 by Cynthia and Randolph Nelson. After they returned home from 
Russia with two adopted children in 1995, many families expressed interest in adopting but were stymied by high costs. 
This was the impetus to start the Foundation. Since then, A Child Waits Foundation has helped hundreds of children 
from orphanages in more than 10 foreign countries find new homes in the United States—and that number continues to 
grow. Loans are provided to prospective parents for the purpose of international adoption. Eligibility is based upon 
financial need and each case is judged individually. For details, visit their web site at: www.achildwaits.org 
 

Christian Advocates for Adoption (CAFA)  

Funding your adoption through CAFA is not by means of a grant, loan or gift from this ministry, but by inviting others to 
participate with you financially in this blessed event. Scriptures makes clear that it is more blessed to give than receive 
(Acts 20:35) and that when we give and sow we will in turn reap and be blessed (Luke 6:38; Gal. 6:7). By asking for 

http://www.toladopt.org/
http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/
http://www.abbafund.org/
http://www.achildsdesire.org/
http://www.achildwaits.org/


 

 

                        

 

support for your adoption you are opening a door of opportunity to others to participate in the cause of the fatherless. 
Working together will help you to raise up to one half of the cost of your adoption. Any funds raised beyond the goal will 

be used to further the ministry of CAFA and assist other orphans find their place in loving Christian families. For 
details, visit their web site at: www.cafadopt.org 

 

National Adoption Foundation is the country's only national nonprofit organization dedicated to providing 
financial support, information, and services for adoptive and prospective adoptive families, has recently expanded their 
programs to include home equity loans, as well as unsecured loans and grants for adoption expenses. Please visit their 
website at http://www.nafadopt.org/   
 

  United Way International provides assistance for costs of travel for children adopted with illness needing 
immediate medical attention. Applications selectively considered and must be supported with a Doctor's statement. Call 
(703) 519-0092 for more information. You can also visit http://www.karensadoptionlinks.com/funding.html for more 
links to other adoption funding sources. 
 

Oxford Adoption Foundation, Inc. is a non-profit charitable foundation formed in 2003. The purpose is: To 
increase the number of children who are adopted by making available low interest loans to eligible families to help with 
some of the cost associated with adoption. By making low-interest post adoption loans to parents, Oxford Family 
Foundation is able to help change a child's future and fulfill a dream for many families. For details, visit their web site at: 
www.oxfordadoption.com 
 

Shaohannah's Hope is dedicated to caring for orphans and we accomplish this by awarding financial grants to 
families who are in the process of adopting a child domestically or internationally. The size of each grant is determined by 
several variables, including the need presented by the applicant and funds available at our foundation. For details, visit 
their web site at: www.shaohannahshope.org  
 

Freddie Mac Foundation  http://www.freddiemacfoundation.org/  
 

Kingdom Kids Adoption Ministries are excited about what the Lord is going to do in the lives of your family 
and your future child. They believe that a lack of finances shouldn't prevent a child from being part of a loving family. 
They help families raise finances for adoption through their adoption fundraising/grant program. Feel free to contact 
them with any questions. They are available for phone calls from 9:30 to 3:00 PST. KingdomKids@effectnet.com   

 

Please contact Tree of Life Adoption Center for more information 
on other ways to raise money for the purpose of your adoption, or 

for more information on the above resources! 503-244-7374 

  

http://www.cafadopt.org/
http://www.nafadopt.org/
http://www.karensadoptionlinks.com/funding.html
http://www.oxfordadoption.com/
http://www.freddiemacfoundation.org/
http://www.freddiemacfoundation.org/
http://www.kkadoption.com/
mailto:KingdomKids@effectnet.com
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Here are answers to some of the most frequently asked questions about 
completing an International adoption through 

Tree of Life Adoption Center. 
 
 
 

 Can singles adopt through your agency?   
Single women can adopt through most of our programs.  Some of the foreign countries allow single men to adopt, on 
a case-by-case basis. 

 
 

 Are there any age restrictions? 
Haiti and Ethiopia have liberal age restrictions; however Kazakhstan and Bulgaria will prefer an age gap between 
parent and adopted child of no more than 45 years. On a case-by-case basis they may accept a greater age difference. 

 
 

 Is a prior divorce ok?  

Yes.  You will need to provide a copy of your divorce decree.  
 
 

 Are there religious restrictions? 
We have not had any families rejected because of their religion. 

 
 

 Will the number of children in our family be an issue? 
There is no official maximum family size; however, a social worker might not approve the addition of another child to 
a family with a large number of small children.  Some regions prefer smaller families.  Our staff can help you 
determine which region would be the best option for your family. For Haiti you will need an additional step 
(Presidential Exempt) if you have 3 children or more in the household.  
Ethiopia accepts families with many children in the household. 

 
 

 Is infertility a requirement for international adoption?   
Absolutely not. While this may be a common factor in the desire to have a family, Tree of Life does not discriminate 
against those who are or are not fertile.  

 
 

 How long will we wait to have a child assigned?  
Once you have a completed home study and immigration approval (or pending to receive the approval), the speed of 
the process will depend in large part on how quickly you complete the dossier.  There are different options in each 
program to identify the right child you wish to adopt. Please refer to our programs description to understand how the 

http://www.toladopt.org/


 

 

                        

 

process works for each one in particular. The countries refer the child according to the home-study recommendation 
and the criteria chosen by you. The more open the criteria, the better chance that the referral process will be faster. 
Please be aware that the referral process does take time, as the orphanages are sometimes slow to generate the 
necessary social and medical histories of newly referred children. 

 
 

 How long will it take to bring my child home? 
Once you have submitted a complete dossier and/or the child was identified, the length of time until you bring your 
child home can vary greatly. Please refer to the programs description for specific information on each process. 

 
 

 Is there contact between birthparents and adoptive families?   
No, contact is generally not permitted by the countries in which Tree of Life Adoption Center works. Sometimes 
Ethiopia allows the adoptive parents to meet with the biological ones but only after the adoption is completed and the 
child has US visa. 

 
 

 What are your fees? 
Fees vary by age of the child, country of origin, and any special medical needs of which we are aware.  Please refer to 
the fee schedules to get specific information on each program. 

  
 

 What age children are available?  How about sibling groups?  

Children can be referred as young as aged 4 months to 15 years as available for adoption. Sibling groups may be 
available in most of our programs. 

 
 

 What countries are the children from?   

Kazakhstan, Bulgaria, Ethiopia and Haiti.  

 Do the parents have to travel, or are children escorted?   
The governments of Kazakhstan and Bulgaria require parents to travel to complete their adoptions. Bulgaria requires 
at least one parent to travel at least first trip, Ethiopia and Haiti allows escort service. 

 
 

 How many children have you placed during the past years? 

Tree of Life Adoption Center has placed over 400 children between the ages of 6 months and 15 years.  
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Some Questions to Ask 
When Selecting A Home Study Agency/Social Worker 

 
1. Are you a Hague accredited agency? 

2. Are you licensed in your state? 

3. For independent social workers: are you affiliated with any licensed agency? 

4. What has been your experience with International Adoption? 

5. How many interviews and/or home visits are required as part of the home study 

process? 

6. Are there any books or articles that you recommend I/we read during the adoption 

process? 

7. Do you offer any classes or courses to meet the educational requirement? 

8. Have you done other home studies for International Adoption? How Many? 

9. Have you done any other home studies for Hague Convention countries? 

10. Are you familiar with Hague Convention requirements for home studies? 

11. What is the cost of the home study? 

12. What is the cost of addendums or updates to the home study? 

13. What is the cost of post-adoption or post-placement reports? 

14. Do you have any post-placement or post-adoption reports requirements? If so, how 

many and at what intervals? 

15. Will I be required to write an autobiography or to complete an adoption workbook? 

16. On average, how long will the home study process from start to finish? 

http://www.toladopt.org/


 

 

                        

 

17. After the interviews have been completed and the necessary paperwork has been 

assembled, how long does it generally take you to complete a written report/home 

study? 

18. What sort of resources do you provide for pre-placement and post-placement 

support? 

19. Are you willing to discuss the format and content of the home study with a placement 

agency and work with them to write up the home study in a format that is both 

truthful and acceptable in the foreign country? 

20. Are you willing to sign an agreement with the placement agency as an exempt 

provider? 

21. Why should we use you as a home study agent/agency? 
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Recommended Book List 

 
The following books are highly recommended to prospective adoptive families, as well as families in 

the post adoption phase. These books have been suggested by parents who have completed their 
adoptions through Tree of Life Adoption Center. 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

Raising Adopted Children: Practical Reassuring 
Advice for Every Adoptive Parent 

By: Lois Ruskai Melina 

In this completely revised and updated edition of Raising Adopted Children,  
Lois Melina, editor of Adopted Children newsletter and the mother of two children by 
adoption, draws on the latest research in psychology, sociology, and medicine to guide 
parents through all stages of their child‘s development.   Melina addresses the pressing 
adoption issues of today, such as open adoption, international adoption, and trans-racial 
adoption, and answers parent‘s most frequently asked questions. 

 

Parenting with Love and Logic: 
Teaching Children Responsibility 
By: Foster Cline, M.D. & Jim Fay 

This approach to parenting encourages children to be self-confident, motivated, and 
ready for the real world.  Children learn responsibility and the logic of life by solving 

their own problems.   

 

http://www.toladopt.org/


 

 

                        

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Toddler Adoption: The Weaver’s Craft 
By: Mary Hopkins-Best 

Toddler Adoption is a resource designed to help adopting parents and placing 
professionals involved in the unique developmental stage from ages one to three, usually 
referred to as toddler-hood. This book focuses on parenting a toddler in that specific age 
range and describes attachment, bonding and other issues involving adoption of a toddler 
age child.  

 

A Child’s Journey through Placement 
By: Vera Fahlberg 

This book describes ways to alleviate the harmful effects of multiple moves on children in 
the foster care system, but really has much broader application. Fahlberg, a pediatrician 
and former medical director at a residential treatment center, begins by describing the 
bonding and attachment process at length. She then gives a thorough description of the 
developmental tasks of childhood and how those tasks can be disrupted by separation 
and loss. 
 

Adopting the Hurt Child:  Hope for Families with Special-Needs Kids:  A Guide For 
Parents and Professionals 

 By: Gregory C. Keck  PhD. 
This book brings to light the grim truths but also the real hope that children who have 
been hurt - and often-hurt others- can be healed and brought back into life by adoptive 
parents. 

 

Holding Time 
By: Martha G. Welch, M.D. 

Describes how to encourage bonding to help make children happier, more cooperative 
and more self-confident. Using simple "holding time" sessions, parents can help children 
become more loving. 



 

 

                        

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Challenging Child:  Understanding, Raising and Enjoying the Five “Difficult 
Types” of Children 

By: Stanley I. Greenspan, M.D. 
Describes the five personality types: sensitive, self-adsorbed, defiant, inattentive, 
active/aggressive.  For each of these, there are parenting patterns to avoid and those that 
help the most. 

 

Facilitating Developmental Attachment:  The Road to Emotional Recovery and 
Behavioral Change in Foster and Adopted Children 

By: Daniel A. Hughes 
This book shows how to work successfully with emotional and behavioral problems 
rooted in deficient early attachments. 

Our Own: Adopting and Parenting the Older Child 
By: Trish Maskew 

“Adopting the older child is not for Wimps”.  This is a detailed book concerning issues 
from getting started, to behavior and discipline to the core issues of grief, loss, rejection, 
intimacy and control. 

 

Building the Bonds of Attachment:  Awakening Love in Deeply Troubled Children 
By: Daniel Hughes 

This book is for parents struggling with the very difficult problem of children being 
―unable to accept the love that they are given‖ because of the lack of early bonding 
because of neglect or abuse.  

 

Children of Intercountry Adoptions in School: A Primer for Parents and Professionals 
By: Ruth Lyn Meese 

 
Children of intercountry adoption have complex histories that place them at high risk for 
difficulty or failure in school. Teachers and other school professionals rarely know how to 
test them, teach them, or meet their needs. This volume explains those needs and offers 
guidelines and suggestions for maximizing the educational performance of these children 
and helping them to meet their potential.   
 



 

 

                        

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Parenting Your Internationally Adopted Child: From Your First Hours Together 
Through the Teen Years 

By: Patty Cogen 
Every year, more and more Americans are expanding their families through international 
adoption. This book explains how to help a child adopted between the ages of six months 
and five years cope with change, bond with his or her new parents, become a part of the 
family, and develop a positive self-image that incorporates both American identity and 
ethnic origins. With advice on language and educational challenges and the development 
of self-control and independence, Cogen guides adoptive parents all the way through 
their children's teen years.  

 

Chicken Soup for the Adopted Soul : Stories Celebrating Forever Families 

By: Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, LeAnn Thieman 

Chicken Soup for the Adopted Soul will touch your heart with stories of finding and 

creating families. From tales about international orphaned babies and children who spent 
years in the foster-care system to those who were adopted at birth, this very special 
compilation conveys the true meaning of unconditional love. 

 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Parenting-Your-Internationally-Adopted-Child/Patty-Cogen/e/9781558323261/?itm=10
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Parenting-Your-Internationally-Adopted-Child/Patty-Cogen/e/9781558323261/?itm=10
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?ATH=Patty+Cogen
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Chicken-Soup-for-the-Adopted-Soul/Jack-Canfield/e/9780757306730/?itm=9
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?ATH=Jack+Canfield
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?ATH=Mark+Victor+Hansen
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?ATH=LeAnn+Thieman
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AGENCY POLICIES 
 

AGENCY INFORMATION/DISCLOSURE POLICY 

It is Tree of Life Adoption Center‘s policy to fully disclose in writing to the general public upon request and to prospective 
adoptive clients upon initial contact*: 

 Its adoption service policies and procedures, including  

 general eligibility criteria  

 fees 

 A list of the supervised providers with whom the prospective adoptive parent(s) can expect to work within the United States 
and in the child‘s country of origin and the usual costs associated with their services 

 A sample contract substantially like the one the prospective client(s) will be expected to sign should they proceed with the 
adoption. 

*This information is automatically provided to prospective clients making a request for the agency Information Packet. 

In addition, Tree of Life Adoption Center‘s makes available to general public and prospective clients the following information 

upon request: 

 The number of adoption placements per year for the prior 3 calendar years 

 The number and percentage of those placements that remain intact, are disrupted, or have been dissolved as of the time the 
information is provided; 

 The number of annual adoptive applicants, based on data for the prior 3 calendar years; 

 The number of children awaiting adoption and awaiting an adoptive placement referral via the agency** 

 Copies of country- specific adoption laws. 

**While thousands of children may be available for international adoption, the agency can only account for those waiting children referred to our 
agency 
 

GENERAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

The following are general adoption requirements. Each country may have its own requirements, which may be in addition to the ones 
listed here. Please consult the Program Description page for information on specific country requirement or contact a Tree of Life 
Adoption Center consultant.  

 Marital Status:  Married Couples and single women are generally accepted as prospective adopting parents in all our open 
programs. Some countries have a limit on the number of prior marriages. Please contact us for more details. 

 Criminal and Child Abuse/Neglect History: Any criminal or arrest record, as well as child abuse or neglect history may 
constitute reason for denial of the adoption. However, each case is closely evaluated and it may depend on the nature of the 
offense. 

 Income and Assets: US Government has minimum income requirements for adoptive parents and they vary based on the 
household size and whether the parents are on active military duty. The income requirements, called Poverty Guidelines, can be 
found at www.uscis.gov. Each country may have different income requirements, so check with us regarding specific guidelines. 

 Health Status:  Each country has its own physical and mental health status requirements and a medical form must be filled out 
as part of the dossier. Generally, parents who have a significant medical condition may be denied by the foreign country. Please 
contact us if you have any concerns. 

 Age: Each country may have different age requirements for parents and they may differ based on the marital status of the 
applicants. Please contact us for more details regarding age restrictions for each program/country. 

 Adoption Education: A minimum of 10 hours of adoption education is required.  

http://www.toladopt.org/
http://www.uscis.gov/


 

 

                        

 

This agency does not and cannot guarantee, and makes no warranty or representation, express or implied, that the agency will approve 
of adoptive parent‘s Agency Application, approve of adoptive parent‘s home study, or consent to an adoption by the adoptive parent.  

 

ADOPTION EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS                                                                                                                                                   
As families who are considering adoption are now becoming more and more familiar with the term "Hague Compliance" it is our goal 
to assist all families in understanding how this may or may not affect them on their specific journey to find their child.  The United 
States began working under the guidelines of The Hague laws officially on April 1, 2008. In keeping with the expectations of The 
Hague and for the first time, a minimum of ten (10) hours of pre-placement adoption education for all prospective adoptive parents 
must be met. This ten hour requirement is independent of assessment purposes that would involve your social worker and the 
completion of your home study. This requirement must be separate from "assessment" and be part of "education and preparation". We 
have now implemented a requirement that is agency specific which will require all families, even if you are NOT adopting from a 
Convention country, to complete ten hours of educational instruction. We feel that this can only assist our families in becoming the best 
that they can be when it comes time to parent their new children.  
 

CHILD SPACING/PREGNANCY/OTHER PLACEMENTS OF CHILDREN IN THE AP’S HOUSEHOLD 

The agency requires that there to is at least one year between the arrival of new children in the adoptive parent‘s household, whether 
by birth, adoption, or otherwise. TREE OF LIFE will carefully review each situation on a case by case basis, upon learning of any 
pregnancy of the adoptive parent, or any assignment or placement with the adoptive parent of a child from a person or agency other 
then TREE OF LIFE, that is likely to result in the arrival of two or more new children in adoptive parent‘s household within a twelve-
month period. The decision to place a child with a family not meeting the child spacing policy will be made according to the 
professional judgment of agency staff and the recommendation of the home study agency (if other than Tree of Life Adoption Center).  
There will be no refund of fees paid if an adoption will not continue due to any pregnancy of the adoptive parent, or any assignment or 
placement with the adoptive parent of a child from a person or agency other then TREE OF LIFE. 
 

HOME STUDY/HOME STUDY UPDATES/HOME STUDY ADDENDUMS 

A home study is an educational and investigative process for determining whether adoptive parent (AP) meets applicable minimum 
legal standards for adoptive homes. The home study process will begin after TREE OF LIFE has approved AP‘s Agency Application, 
after AP has paid the required fee, and prior to placement of any child with AP for the purpose of adoption. The home study will be 
conducted by TREE OF LIFE or by a cooperating agency, as circumstances dictate, and may or may not result in a written report.  
If the home study is to be provided by TREE OF LIFE, we will perform the home study and will, if appropriate, produce a written 
home study report in the appropriate required format. If the home study is not provided by TREE OF LIFE, TREE OF LIFE‘ 
responsibilities with regard to the home study are limited to reviewing any home study report prepared by a cooperating agency and 
making comments, suggestions, or requests for revision. The adoption process will proceed only upon completion of a written report 
for AP and TREE OF LIFE‘S approval of such report. TREE OF LIFE may decline to write or approve a home study report for AP if 
TREE OF LIFE, in its sole discretion, does not believe that AP satisfies applicable minimum legal standards for adoptive homes or 
otherwise is unsuitable to adopt.  
If the home study is to be provided by a cooperating agency, AP must initiate the home study process by selecting and contacting a 
cooperating agency acceptable to TREE OF LIFE. AP is solely responsible for paying all costs and fees associated with the home study, 
whether conducted by TREE OF LIFE or by a cooperating agency. If TREE OF LIFE determines that, for any reason –– including but not 
limited to a significant change in AP‘s circumstances, or a change in required home study qualifications or reporting formats or if the 
family wishes to be approved for, or the agency wishes to approve the family for a child with different characteristics than stated in the 
original home study –– an update, amendment or addendum is required to any home study report, AP is responsible for obtaining, 
paying for, and transmitting to TREE OF LIFE such update, amendment or addendum.  
If this agency completed the family‘s original home study, then we will complete the home study addendum. If there is a new member 
of the household, the social worker will visit all members of the household and the family must obtain a medical report for said person. 
In the event of a change of residence, the social worker will visit all members of the household at the new residence. When a job change 
has occurred, the caseworker will speak with the family by phone and the family will provide the agency with a letter from the new 
employer. The agency may require additional documentation or visits with the family at the agency‘s own discretion and will charge 
the family for addendums completed as a result of a change initiated by the family. 
 

COOPERATION AND NOTICE OF CHANGE IN STATUS OR PLANS  

Disclosure of incidents or pertinent facts can save time by allowing the agency to direct prospective clients away from programs or 
countries who may not be accepting of even seemingly minor criminal or medical issues. Disclosure allows the agency to inform 
prospective clients about additional documentation that may be required to provide to the sending country or cooperating agency, or 
to the USCIS. This can save valuable time for the AP and the agency. Lack of cooperation by AP may result in termination of the 
agreement 
Adoptive parent must provide truthful, accurate, and complete information to the agency, cooperate with the agency by (1) providing 
reasonable access to AP‘s home for purposes of study and evaluation; (2) completing all requested forms, statements, and 



 

 

                        

 

questionnaires; (3) providing and allowing access to AP‘s medical, financial, criminal, and other records; (4) providing and allowing 
access to all reasonably requested records and documents, including all medical and other records, pertaining to any  child placed with 
AP by TREE OF LIFE; and (5) abiding by TREE OF LIFE policies and procedures. AP understands and agrees that TREE OF LIFE may 
work with a number of cooperating agencies, in-country providers, and other adoption services providers 
Within five business days AP must notify TREE OF LIFE and any relevant cooperating agency of any and all of the following 
circumstances: Any actual or prospective change in employment, financial status, work or home address, work or home telephone 
numbers, health status, or family composition, including but not limited to any pregnancy of AP; Any criminal charges, other than 
traffic infractions, brought against AP or any member of AP‘s household; Any complaint made to or by any child protection agency, 
any allegations of child neglect or abuse, or any investigation relating to allegations or claims of child neglect or abuse, concerning AP 
or any member of AP‘s household; Any efforts by AP to adopt a child through, or any assignment of a child to AP for purposes of 
adoption from, any person or entity other than TREE OF LIFE.  
 

 

MEDICAL CARE 

The agency will place children only into homes with parents who agree to seek medical attention when necessary for the child. In 
addition, parents must agree to be responsible for the care and well-being of the child in all manners and respects as if the child were 
the biological offspring of the adoptive parent. This obligation extends to any and all medical, psychiatric, counseling, or other services 
required for the child. 

 

REFERRAL AND ASSIGNMENT OF CHILD  
If AP‘s home study is written and approved, and approval of the dossier is obtained in the sending country, TREE OF LIFE will make 
reasonable efforts to refer to AP a child eligible for adoption who meets the AP‘S criteria as stated in the Agency application. TREE OF 
LIFE will make reasonable efforts to obtain all available medical, psychological, and historical records concerning the referred child. All 
information obtained by TREE OF LIFE regarding the referred child, will be provided to AP. In most situations TREE OF LIFE does not 
have the opportunity to observe, test, or evaluate a child, and must rely upon third parties in the sending country to provide 
information about the child. TREE OF LIFE can provide to ADOPTIVE PARENT‘S only such information as is reasonably obtainable 
form such third parties. For reasons beyond TREE OF LIFE‘S control, authorities in some countries may withhold some child 
information documents and provide them to ADOPTIVE PARENT‘S only when AP travels to the sending country and/or takes 
placement of a child. For this reason, while AP is in the sending country, AP must make reasonable efforts to acquire further 
information regarding the adoptive child.  
In many cases, documents containing child information will not be in English. As a courtesy to AP, TREE OF LIFE will provide 
ADOPTIVE PARENT‘S with documents translated into English, along with copies of the non-English documents. AP is encouraged to 
make independent arrangements for translation of the non-English documents 

AP must acknowledge receipt of all child information documents provided through TREE OF LIFE  AP must have all child information 
documents reviewed by a medical expert of AP‘s choosing who is experienced with children who have been institutionalized overseas 
and/or familiar with medical issues arising in the context of inter-country adoption. TREE OF LIFE may provide AP with a list of 
physicians which, in TREE OF LIFE‘S opinion are qualified to and experienced with reviewing medical information of children from 
overseas. 
Within two weeks after AP‘S has received available information regarding a referred child, AP‘S must inform TREE OF LIFE of AP‘s 
acceptance or rejection of the assignment. Tree of Life does not withdraw a referral until the adopting parent(s) have had two weeks 
(unless extenuating circumstances involving the child‘s best interest require a more expedited decision) to consider the needs of the 
child and their ability to meet those needs, and to obtain physician review of medical information and other descriptive information, 
including videotapes of the child (if allowed and available).  
In some TREE OF LIFE adoption programs (referred to herein as ―travel to select adoptions‖), the referral, assignment, and/or 
acceptance of the child may not occur until AP travels to the sending country. 
Referral, assignment, acceptance of a child by AP, and/or execution of a Placement Agreement do not guarantee that a child will be 
placed with AP 
 

ESCORTING  

Escorting fees and escorting related expenses, including but not limited to airfare, room and board, meals, incidentals and other travel 
related expenses will be the responsibility of AP. 
Ethiopia: Escorting may be possible for the Ethiopia program, although the agency strongly recommends that parents travel to bring 
their child home. Escorting will only be made available according to the professional judgment of agency staff when there are 
compelling reasons to do so. 
Kazakhstan: Escorting may be possible for the Kazakhstan program‘s second trip (unless adoptive parents will chose only one trip), 
although the agency strongly recommends that parents travel to bring their child home. Families making only one trip or travelling on 
their second trip will be able to bring their child home much more quickly than when using an escort, since using an escort can add an 
additional four to six weeks of USCIS paperwork.  



 

 

                        

 

Not all regions and/or officials in Kazakhstan allow escorting. This option will only be made available according to the professional 
judgment of agency staff when there are compelling reasons to do so. 
Bulgaria: Escorting may be possible for the Bulgaria program‘s second trip, although the agency strongly recommends that parents 
travel to bring their child home. Families making only one trip will be able to bring their child home much more quickly than when 
using an escort, since using an escort can add an additional four to six weeks of USCIS paperwork.  
Not all regions and/or officials in Bulgaria allow escorting. This option will only be made available according to the professional 
judgment of agency staff when there are compelling reasons to do so. 
 

REFUND, WAIVER, OR REDUCTION OF FEES  

Fees are charged based on services provided. All or a portion of a fee may be due prior to completion of a specific service. Any portion 
of a fee that is not paid prior to the completion of a service will be due in full upon completion of that service. 
As a general rule, all fees paid to Tree of Life Adoption Center are not refundable. However, if the Case Management Fee is paid prior 
to the home study process, and adoptive parent‘s home study is not adoptive approved, the Case Management Fee will be fully 
refunded to the adoptive parent. This refund is not available if the home study is initially adoptive approved but the adoptive approval 
is later revoked because of changed circumstances.  
Fees charged by in-country providers, or fees that have been forwarded or paid to in-country providers, are not refundable by the 
agency.  
In the event that a placement is not completed, Tree of Life Adoption Center will advocate on behalf of adoptive parent for paid fees to 
be credited towards another referral, or for a refund of paid fees, but Tree of Life Adoption Center cannot guarantee any such favorable 
outcome. 
An adoptive parent who chooses to simultaneously participate in two Tree of Life Adoption Center adoption programs will be charged 
for one and a half Case Management Fees. In other words the Case Management Fee for the second program will be at a 50% discount. 
This discount does not apply to other fees or expenses in either program. 
An adoptive parent who seeks to transfer from one Tree of Life Adoption Center program to a different Tree of Life Adoption Center 
program, and the Case Management Fee for the second program is more than the first, the adoptive parent will be required to pay the 
difference. If the Case Management Fee for the second program is less than the Case Management Fee already paid by AP there will be 
no refund to the adoptive parent of the difference. In addition, every adoptive parent transferring from one Tree of Life Adoption 
Center program to another must pay a transfer fee of $1,000.00. No other fees paid by the adoptive parent are transferable. 
Any fee paid by adoptive parent to Tree of Life Adoption Center may not be transferred to or used for services for any other person 
without Tree of Life Adoption Center‘s express prior written permission. Any fee paid by adoptive parent to Tree of Life Adoption 
Center with regard to a specific Tree of Life Adoption Center program may not be transferred to or used to pay for services in a 
different program without Tree of Life Adoption Center‘s express prior written permission. 
Upon learning of any pregnancy of the adoptive parent, or any assignment or placement with the adoptive parent of a child from a 
person or agency other then Tree of Life Adoption Center, that is likely to result in the arrival of two or more new children in adoptive 
parents‘ household within a twelve-month period, Tree of Life Adoption Center may, in its sole discretion, terminate the agreement 
and all further adoption services. No fees will be refunded*.  
*Also see ―Child Spacing Policy‖. 
Although Tree of Life Adoption Center reserves the right to increase stated fees, and to bill the adoptive parent in accordance with the 
Fee Schedule in effect at the time of billing, Tree of Life Adoption Center does not customarily change fees or expenses in addition to 
those specified in the Fee Schedules. In the event that unforeseen additional fees and charges are incurred in the sending country, the 
agency will charge such additional fees and expenses only under the following conditions: (a) the additional fees or expenses are 
disclosed to AP in writing in advance, wherever reasonably possible, (b) any fee or expense over $1,000 is authorized by AP in advance, 
or AP has waived the notice and consent requirement, and (c) where reasonably possible, TREE OF LIFE provides written receipts for 
any additional fees and expenses paid by TREE OF LIFE directly to third parties.   
Some of Tree of Life Adoption Center‗s fees may be reduced or waived for the placement of certain special needs or older children.   
 

COOPERATING WITH OTHER ADOPTION PROVIDERS/ SUPERVISED PROVIDERS 
A supervised provider, as defined by the Hague Convention, is an adoption agency, entity or person providing services beyond home 
studies and post adoption work. This agency currently does not work with supervised providers in the United States.  In the United 
States the agency works with exempt providers.  In Bulgaria, the Convention Country where TREE OF LIFE works, TREE OF LIFE is 
the primary provider and NGO ―Vesta‖ is TREE OF LIFE‘S foreign supervised provider. NGO ―Vesta‖ is duly licensed and ―Hague‖ 
accredited in Bulgaria. The usual costs associated with ―Vesta‖ services are 8,500.00 Euros.  
 

CONTRACT POLICIES 
The Tree of Life Adoption Center (TOL) contract is sent to parents containing the following documents: 
International Adoption Advisory – describes the adoption process and potential risks involved. 
International Adoption Services Agreement - this is the official contract signed between parents and Tree of Life Adoption Center. 
Adoption Services Fee Agreement - this is a document that goes over fees and expenses that are associated with adoption. Many 
amounts are estimates, and all fees are subject to change. A detailed fee schedule is also enclosed. 



 

 

                        

 

Service Plan – describing the services provided for each specific program.  
After the referral is received, and/or the adoptive parents get ready to travel to bring the child home, the following agreements will be 
signed: 
Placement Agreement - this agreement is signed after the child has been referred to the AP. 
Post Placement/Post Adoption/Registration Agreement - parent(s) agree to abide by the post adoption/post placement and 
registration requirements of the country of adoption. These requirements are given with the Placement Agreement.  
Travel Release - parent(s) agree that Tree of Life Adoption Center is not to be held liable for any incidents that occur while parents are 
in-country or while traveling. 
NOTE: According to TOL policies, samples of the contracts are included in this information packet.  

It is understood and agreed that this document is intended to be informational only and not contractual. It is understood and agreed 
that this document is not intended to and does not form or create any contractual obligations on the part of TREE OF LIFE ADOPTION 
CENTER or on the part of the AP. It is agreed that if there is an inconsistency or ambiguity created by this document with regard to the 
information provided here and the terms of any written agreements between AP and TREE OF LIFE ADOPTION CENTER, the 
provisions of the written agreements, including the Intercountry Adoption Services Agreement, the Adoption Services Fee Agreement, 
and the Placement Agreement are controlling. See attached samples of the above-mentioned agreements. 
 
  

  



 

 

                        

 

SAMPLE INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION SERVICES AGREEMENT 
TREE OF LIFE ADOPTION CENTER 

 
 

This agreement is entered into by and between Tree of Life Adoption 
Center (hereinafter referred to as ―TREE OF LIFE‖) and the 
undersigned prospective adopting parent or parents ("AP"). TREE OF 
LIFE and AP are collectively referred to herein as "the parties." 
 
Name(s) of AP:  ____________ 

 
RECITALS 

 
 1. AP is a natural person or persons who wish to adopt 
a child or children born in a country (―the sending country‖) other 
than the United States of America ("U.S."). AP acknowledges, and is 
aware, that the relationship established by adoption is one of parent 
and child, and that, if AP is successful in adopting AP will incur 
towards the adopted child/children all obligations, duties, and 
responsibilities of a legal parent.  
 
 2. TREE OF LIFE is a private, non-profit, licensed child 
and family service agency which arranges and facilitates intercountry 
adoptions. 
 
 3. Prior to executing this agreement, AP has been 
provided with the TREE OF LIFE International Adoption Advisory 
and International Adoption Awareness Outline, informing AP of the 
general procedures and risks inherent in intercountry adoption. AP 
has completed and submitted to TREE OF LIFE a written Agency 
Application, which is hereby incorporated herein by this reference, 
and has paid the non-refundable application fee. 
 
 4. The parties now wish to enter into an agreement 
regarding prospective adoption services and to define their respective 
rights and obligations in that regard. 
 
 5.  The provisions of this agreement are intended to 
govern those matters which are within the control of the parties. The 
parties acknowledge that the prospective inter-country adoption will 
involve a nation or nations other than the U.S., and that, therefore, the 
process is subject to uncertainty, unpredictability, and circumstances 
beyond the control of either party -- including but not limited to 
changes in foreign governmental policies and regulations, changes in 
foreign travel schedules, and changes in the procedures involved in 
the adoption process. The parties specifically acknowledge that the 
ultimate success or failure of the adoption process may depend on 
factors beyond the control of the parties, and that any failure of the 
adoption process is not necessarily caused by the fault or breach of 
any party.  
 
 6. The parties agree that the primary purpose of this 
agreement is to allow Tree of Life and AP to assist a child find a home 
that satisfies the child‘s needs and is in the best interests of the child. 

 
AGREEMENTS 

 
 In consideration of the mutual promises and agreements 
contained herein, and for other good and valuable consideration, the 

receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, AP hereby 
agree to employ Tree of Life and Tree of Life hereby agrees to provide 
adoption services to AP in accordance with the following terms and 
conditions. 
 
1. Recitals 
 
 The recitals set forth above are hereby made a part of this 
agreement. 
 
2. General Obligations of TREE OF LIFE 
 
 2.1 General obligations In consideration of 
payment by AP of the required fees and of the agreements contained 
herein, TREE OF LIFE agrees to provide adoption services to AP as 
specified in this agreement. Such adoption services generally include 
writing and/or reviewing an adoption study of AP, attempting to 
refer a child for potential adoption, obtaining and supplying to AP 
available information about any such child, attempting to qualify AP 
as adoptive parents in the sending country, serving as liaison with 
foreign authorities and orphanage personnel, attempting to place the 
child with AP for purposes of adoption, providing assistance with 
travel and immigration requirements, and providing a post-adoption 
and/or post-placement study or review. 
 
 2.2 Conditions precedent to TREE OF LIFE‘s obligations  
TREE OF LIFE is obligated to provide services to AP only in 
accordance with the following provisions, and only upon satisfaction 
by AP of all conditions precedent, including payment by AP of fees as 
required herein and in the Fee Schedule and Adoption Services Fee 
Agreement.  
 
 2.3 Limitations to TREE OF LIFE‘s obligations      AP specifically acknowledges and understands that TREE OF LIFE‘S obligations to AP under this agreement are limited by TREE OF LIFE‘S legal obligation to act at all times in the best interests of the child. Nothing in this agreement obligates TREE OF LIFE to provide any report or consent which is favorable to AP if, in 
TREE OF LIFE‘S professional judgment and sole discretion, a 
favorable report or consent is not warranted. 
 
3. Cooperating Agencies 

 
 3.1 Definition of cooperating agency   
If AP resides outside of a state in which TREE OF LIFE is licensed, or if 
for any other mutually acceptable reason AP uses an agency other 
than TREE OF LIFE to complete the home study and post-placement 
and/or post-adoption services and reports, a ―cooperating agency‖ 
must provide those services. A ―cooperating agency‖ is a social service 
agency which is licensed to provide adoption studies and post-
placement services and reports in the state where AP resides. The 
cooperating agency may be a public or government agency, an entity 
with Hague Convention accreditation, an entity exempted from 
Hague Convention accreditation, and/or may be acting as a Hague 
Convention supervised provider under the supervision of TREE OF 
LIFE.  

TREE OF LIFE has elected to treat all providers as supervised 

providers, whether or not the Hague Convention requires that. In 

other words, TREE OF LIFE applies the same Hague principles and 



 

 

                        

 

procedures to its partner agencies whether or not they are exempted 

or supervised providers 
 
 
 3.2 Selection of cooperating agency     
When services are to be provided by a cooperating agency, AP must 
select and contract with a cooperating agency (a) licensed in the state 
where AP resides, (b) willing to sign the documents and agreement 
required by the sending country chosen by AP, and (c) approved by 
TREE OF LIFE. TREE OF LIFE‘S approval of any particular 
cooperating agency does not constitute an endorsement by TREE OF 
LIFE of that cooperating agency or any warranty by TREE OF LIFE of 
the services performed by that cooperating agency. 
 
 3.3 Relationship between TREE OF LIFE and 
cooperating agency    All cooperating agencies are entities 
separate and distinct from TREE OF LIFE. AP acknowledges and 
understands that no cooperating agency is an employee, contractor, 
branch, or affiliate of TREE OF LIFE.  
 
 3.4 Payment for services rendered by cooperating 
agency                AP is solely responsible for paying all fees and costs 
for services provided by any cooperating agency. All such fees and 
costs are to be paid directly to the cooperating agency by AP, in 
accordance with any contract or agreement that may exist between AP 
and the cooperating agency. 
 

 3.5 Services to be provided by cooperating agency  In circumstances involving a cooperating agency, subject to Tree of Life's obligation to supervise any cooperating agency operating as a supervised provider under Hague Convention regulations, it will be the responsibility of the cooperating agency, and not the responsibility of Tree of Life, to provide the following 
services: (a) conduct the adoption home study, (b) recommend AP for 
intercountry adoption, if appropriate, (c) consult with AP regarding 
the children referred to AP for potential adoption, (d) advise AP 
regarding adoption legal requirements in AP‘s state or residence, and 
(e) conduct any required post-placement supervision . 
 
4. In-Country Providers  
 
 4.1 Definition of in-country provider  In 
order to refer children to prospective adopting parents such as AP, in 
many cases TREE OF LIFE establishes relationships with other, 
independent, persons and entities in various sending countries. These 
persons or entities are referred to in this agreement as ―in-country 
providers.‖ In some countries, TREE OF LIFE also may establish 
programs and facilities staffed by TREE OF LIFE employees and/or 
provides services in-country by TREE OF LIFE employees. For the 
purposes of this agreement, the term ―in-country provider‖ refers only 
to persons or entities providing services in the sending country who 
are not TREE OF LIFE employees, branches, or affiliates. An in-
country provider may be a public or government agency, an entity 
with Hague Convention accreditation in the sending country, and/or 
may be acting as a Hague Convention Foreign Supervised Provider 
under the supervision and responsibility of TREE OF LIFE. An in-
country provider may also be another U.S. agency with whom TREE 
OF LIFE networks to provide adoption services in a specific country. 
TREE OF LIFE strives to work with in-country providers whom TREE 
OF LIFE believes are professional, ethical and competent, and who 
will be successful in referring and placing children with parents. The 
following provisions govern the relationship between AP,  TREE OF 
LIFE, and the in-country providers. 
 

 4.2  TREE OF LIFE duties   TREE OF LIFE 
will refer AP to appropriate in-country providers in the sending 
country from which AP wishes to adopt.  TREE OF LIFE will act as 
liaison between AP and the in-country provider.  TREE OF LIFE will 
coordinate adoption services with the in-country providers, will 
receive and transmit to AP all information received concerning child 
referrals, and will advocate for AP in all manners reasonable and 
necessary. 
 
 4.3 Fees for in-country providers AP is solely 
responsible for paying all fees and costs charged by in-country 
providers. TREE OF LIFE will inform AP of its best estimate of fees 
and costs to be charged by in-country providers. In some cases, fees 
and costs are paid directly by AP to the in-country providers. In other 
cases, for the convenience of AP and in accordance with the 
requirements of some in-country providers, fees and costs for in-
country providers are paid by AP to TREE OF LIFE, who then 
forwards the payment to the in-country providers. AP hereby 
authorizes TREE OF LIFE to forward such payments to the relevant in-

country providers. It's possible that, due to unanticipated government 

delays, unexpected medical care for the child, or similar events, fees 

charged by in-country providers with regard to foreign country 

program expenses and care of the child will exceed those estimated 

and stated in the Fee Schedule. With regard to any such increase of 

which TREE OF LIFE becomes away, TREE OF LIFE will do the 

following: (a) Disclose the increase to AP in writing; (b) obtain AP’s 

specific consent to any increase in excess of $1,000, except as otherwise 

provided in the TREE OF LIFE Fee Schedule; and (c) provide written 

receipts of any increased fee paid on behalf of AP by TREE OF LIFE. 
TREE OF LIFE is not required to refund to AP any fees paid by or on 
behalf of AP to an in-country provider, except as otherwise specified 
in the TREE OF LIFE Fee Schedule and Fee Agreement. In the event 
that a placement is not completed, TREE OF LIFE will advocate on 
behalf of AP for paid fees to be credited towards another referral, or 
for a refund of paid fees, but TREE OF LIFE cannot guarantee any 
such favorable outcome, and AP agrees that TREE OF LIFE is not 
responsible or liable for AP‘s loss of fees.  
 
 4.4 Multiple in-country providers AP agrees that 
TREE OF LIFE may simultaneously work with, and require AP to 
work with, multiple in-country providers, in order to provide 

adoption services in the most efficient manner. In such event, the 

service plan provided to AP will inform AP of the identities and roles 

of the various in-country providers. 
 
5. General Obligations of AP 
 
 In consideration of the agreements contained herein, and in 
addition to the other obligations specified herein, AP agrees to the 
following responsibilities. Failure to fulfill these responsibilities may 
result in suspension or termination of services and/or termination of 
this agreement. 
 
 5.1 Cooperation  AP must fully cooperate 
with TREE OF LIFE and its agents and employees, with any relevant 
cooperating agency, and with any relevant in-country provider, in all 
ways reasonable and necessary to accomplish the objectives of this 
agreement. Required cooperation includes, but is not limited to, the 
following: (1) providing reasonable access to AP‘s home for purposes 



 

 

                        

 

of study and evaluation; (2) completing all requested forms, 
statements, and questionnaires; (3) providing and allowing access to 
AP‘s medical, financial, criminal, and other records; (4) providing and 
allowing access to all reasonably requested records and documents, 
including all medical and other records, pertaining to any  child 
placed with AP by TREE OF LIFE; and (5) abiding by TREE OF LIFE 

policies and procedures. AP understands and agrees that TREE 

OF LIFE may work with a number of cooperating agencies, in-
country providers, and other adoption services providers 
 
 5.2 Adoption education  AP must 
become informed and educated with regard to the intercountry 
adoption process and issues common to adoption and adopted 
children by reading any and all educational and informational 
materials, listening to and watching all educational video or audio 
tapes, and completing all educational classes, courses, and activities, 
required by TREE OF LIFE, by any relevant cooperating agency, or by 
any relevant state or federal law. If AP resides in or near a state in 
which TREE OF LIFE offers an adoption education class and can 
reasonably travel to attend such class, AP must fully participate in and 
complete such class. If AP lives outside reasonable travel distance 
from a TREE OF LIFE adoption class, AP must fully participate in and 
complete any adoption-related education courses or other training that 
is required and/or approved by TREE OF LIFE in the sole discretion 
of TREE OF LIFE. All required adoption education must be completed 
by AP before AP will be authorized to travel to the sending country 
for purposes of adoption. 
 
 5.3 Notice of change in status or plans  
At all times while this agreement is in effect, AP must, within five 
business days of the occurrence of or learning of the occurrence of any 
of the following, notify TREE OF LIFE and any relevant cooperating 
agency of any and all of the following circumstances: 
 
  5.3.1 Any actual or prospective change in 
employment, financial status, work or home address, work or home 
telephone numbers, health status, or family composition, including 
but not limited to any pregnancy of AP; 
 
  5.3.2 Any criminal charges, other than traffic 
infractions, brought against AP or any member of AP‘s household;  
 
  5.3.3 Any complaint made to or by any child 
protection agency, any allegations of child neglect or abuse, or any 
investigation relating to allegations or claims of child neglect or abuse, 
concerning AP or any member of AP‘s household; 
 
  5.3.4 Any efforts by AP to adopt a child through, 
or any assignment of a child to AP for purposes of adoption from, any 
person or entity other than TREE OF LIFE.  
 

  5.3.5 AP and TREE OF LIFE agree that it is in the 

best interests of the child for there to be at least one year between the 

arrival of new children in AP’s household, whether by birth, adoption, 

or otherwise. Therefore, AP agrees to promptly inform TREE OF LIFE 

of any pregnancy, child assignment from another agency, or foster 

care placement in AP’s household. Failure to do so constitutes a 

material breach of this agreement. Although TREE OF LIFE will 

carefully review each situation on a case by case basis, the parties 

agree that regardless of any other provision in this agreement or in the 

Placement Agreements, upon learning of any pregnancy of AP, or any 

assignment or placement with AP of a child from a person or agency 

other then TREE OF LIFE, that is likely to result in the arrival of two or 

more new children in AP’s household within a twelve-month period, 

TREE OF LIFE may, in its sole discretion, immediately terminate this 

agreement and all further adoption services. 

 
 5.4 Refrain from unauthorized foreign contact 
 
  5.4.1 prohibited gifts to certain foreign persons  At all times while this agreement remains in effect, AP must refrain from providing, promising, or causing, soliciting, or allowing any third person to provide or promise on AP‘s behalf, any gift, money, or other consideration to any government official, family services agency personnel, or orphanage personnel in 
any foreign country in which a prospective adopted child is sought by 
AP. Under limited circumstances and in the sole discretion of TREE 
OF LIFE certain gifts may be allowed or required, but only under the 
conditions specified by TREE OF LIFE.  
  5.4.2 prohibited contact with certain foreign 
persons  At all times while this agreement remains in effect, 
and except as otherwise specifically allowed by this agreement, AP 
must refrain from -- and shall not cause, solicit, or allow any third 
person, other than the persons or entities envisioned by this 
agreement, to make on AP‘s behalf -- any and all direct contact with 
any government official, family services agency personnel, or 
orphanage personnel in any foreign country in which a prospective 
adopted child is sought by AP. However, under limited circumstances 
and in the sole discretion of TREE OF LIFE, such contact may be 
permissible upon prior written approval from TREE OF LIFE and 
under the conditions specified by TREE OF LIFE. 
 
 5.5 Truthful and complete information  
At all times while this agreement is in effect, AP agrees and warrants 
that all information provided by AP will be true, accurate, and 
complete, to the best of AP‘s knowledge. 
 
 5.6 Duty to ask questions AP will make its 
questions and uncertainties regarding adoption and the adoption 
process known to TREE OF LIFE, so that TREE OF LIFE may better 
prepare AP for adoption. 
 
 5.7 Material breach Any breach of any provision of 
this section 5 is a material breach of this agreement, entitling TREE OF 
LIFE to exercise any and all remedies, including immediate 
termination of this agreement and termination of any further adoption 
services.  
 
6. Home Study 
 
 6.1 Definition  A home study is an 
educational and investigative process for determining whether AP 
meets applicable minimum legal standards for adoptive homes. The 
home study process will begin after TREE OF LIFE has approved AP‘s 
Agency Application, after AP has paid the required fee, and prior to 
placement of any child with AP for the purpose of adoption. The 
home study will be conducted by TREE OF LIFE or by a cooperating 
agency, as circumstances dictate, and may or may not result in a 
written report. 
 
 6.2 Responsibilities of AP  If the home 
study is to be provided by a cooperating agency, AP must initiate the 
home study process by selecting and contacting a cooperating agency 



 

 

                        

 

acceptable to TREE OF LIFE. AP is solely responsible for paying all 
costs and fees associated with the home study, whether conducted by 
TREE OF LIFE or by a cooperating agency. If TREE OF LIFE 

determines that, for any reason –– including but not limited to a 

significant change in AP’s circumstances, or a change in required 

home study qualifications or reporting formats or if the family wishes 

to be approved for, or the agency wishes to approve the family for a 

child with different characteristics than stated in the original home 

study –– an update, amendment or addendum is required to any 
home study report, AP is responsible for obtaining, paying for, and 
transmitting to TREE OF LIFE such update, amendment or 
addendum. Failure to fulfill these responsibilities may result in 
suspension or termination of the home study process and/or of this 
agreement. 
 
 6.3 Responsibilities of TREE OF LIFE  
If the home study is to be provided by TREE OF LIFE, TREE OF LIFE 
will perform the home study and will, if appropriate, produce a 
written home study report in the appropriate required format. If the 
home study is not provided by TREE OF LIFE, TREE OF LIFE‘ 
responsibilities with regard to the home study are limited to reviewing 
any home study report prepared by a cooperating agency and making 
comments, suggestions, or requests for revision. 
 
 6.4 Results and effect of home study      The 
adoption process will proceed only upon completion of a written 
report for AP and TREE OF LIFE‘S approval of such report. TREE OF 
LIFE may decline to write or approve a home study report for AP if 
TREE OF LIFE, in its sole discretion, does not believe that AP satisfies 
applicable minimum legal standards for adoptive homes or otherwise 
is unsuitable to adopt. If TREE OF LIFE or any relevant cooperating 
agency declines to write or approve a home study report for AP, this 
agreement will automatically terminate, and no further adoption 
services will be rendered by TREE OF LIFE. However, AP also 
understands that writing and approval of the home study report does 
not guarantee that any child will be assigned to or placed with AP, or 
that any adoption will necessarily take place or be finalized. 
 
 6.5 Ownership and use of written home study report       Any written home study report prepared for AP by TREE OF LIFE is the sole property of TREE OF LIFE and may not be copied or distributed, or used for any non-TREE OF LIFE adoption, without the express advance written permission of TREE OF LIFE and payment of all applicable fees.  
7. Qualifying AP as Adoptive Parent 
 
 7.1 TREE OF LIFE assistance   
TREE OF LIFE will make reasonable efforts to qualify AP as an 
adoptive parent in the sending country. Such efforts shall include the 
following: 
 
  7.1.1 preparation and submission of adoption 
dossier TREE OF LIFE will instruct and assist AP with preparation of 
any required inter-country adoption dossier. TREE OF LIFE will 
review any such final dossier for compliance with dossier 
requirements. Upon acceptance and approval of the dossier, TREE OF 
LIFE will provide the dossier to the appropriate in-country provider 
or official in the sending country in accordance with the TREE OF 
LIFE procedure for that specific sending country. 
 
  7.1.2 translations TREE OF LIFE will 
provide or arrange for translation of home studies and other 
documentation when required by officials of the sending country. 
 

 7.2 Additional information required by sending country   AP specifically acknowledges that although the home study  may satisfy TREE OF LIFE‘S preliminary criteria for adoptive parents, officials of the sending country may impose additional criteria or require additional information. 
 
 7.3 No guarantee that AP will qualify         
AP specifically acknowledges that TREE OF LIFE cannot guarantee 
that AP will be accepted or qualify as an adoptive parent in any 
particular foreign country, including the sending country.  TREE OF 
LIFE shall not be held responsible or liable if, for any reason other 
than the intentional or reckless misconduct of TREE OF LIFE, AP fails 
to be accepted or qualify as an adoptive parent. The 
DISCLAIMERS/RELEASES provisions of this agreement expressly 
apply to this section. 
 
8. Referral and Assignment of Child 
 
 8.1 Referral of child If AP‘s home study is written and 
approved, and upon satisfaction of all other conditions precedent, 
TREE OF LIFE will make reasonable efforts to refer to AP a child 
eligible for adoption who meets the AP criteria as stated in the Agency 
Application. The DISCLAIMERS/RELEASES provisions of this 
agreement expressly apply to this subsection. 
 
 8.2 Available information regarding referred child      TREE OF LIFE will make reasonable efforts to obtain all available medical, psychological, and historical records concerning the referred child. This obligation will terminate once AP‘s adoption of the child has been legally finalized in either the sending country or in the U.S. All information obtained by TREE OF LIFE 
regarding the referred child, including available photographs and the 
results of any HIV and AIDS test, will be provided to AP. Nothing in 
this subsection, or anywhere else in this agreement, shall be construed 
to create any obligation on the part of TREE OF LIFE to conduct any 
assessment, evaluation, testing, or screening of any child. In most 
situations TREE OF LIFE does not have the opportunity to observe, 
test, or evaluate a child, and must rely upon third parties in the 
sending country to provide information about the child. TREE OF 
LIFE can provide to AP only such information as is reasonably 
obtainable form such third parties. AP hereby acknowledges and 
agrees that it is possible that such third parties in the sending country 
(a) may not be aware of medical, developmental or behavioral issues 
of a child; (b) may overlook or fail to note signs or symptoms or to 
provide a child‘s relevant history (c) may unknowingly or carelessly 
provide erroneous information; (d) may not be able to provide 
information or observations about medical, developmental, or 
behavioral issues that become apparent only after the child‘s 
placement with AP and/or (e) may not be aware of aspects of a child‘s 
history that have not been disclosed prior to placement (and which 
may be disclosed by the child only after placement).The 
DISCLAIMERS/RELEASES provisions of this agreement expressly 
apply to this subsection. 
 
  8.2.1 additional child information provided by 
country of origin    
For reasons beyond TREE OF LIFE‘S control, authorities in some 
countries may withhold some child information documents and 
provide them to AP only when AP travels to the sending country 
and/or takes placement of a child. For this reason, while AP is in the 
sending country, AP must make reasonable efforts to acquire further 
information regarding the adoptive child. AP acknowledges that the 
inability of TREE OF LIFE to provide all child information which may 
eventually be obtained by AP does not indicate any fault or negligence 
on the part of TREE OF LIFE. 
 
  8.2.2 translation of non-English documents   In many cases, documents containing child information will not be in English. As a courtesy to AP, TREE OF LIFE will provide AP with documents translated into English, along with copies of the non-English documents. AP is encouraged to make independent arrangements for translation of the non-English 
documents. The provisions of the DISCLAIMERS/RELEASES section 
of this agreement specifically apply to any translated documents, 



 

 

                        

 

whether the translation was performed by TREE OF LIFE staff, 
affiliates, or otherwise. 
 
  8.2.3 acknowledgment of receipt  
AP must acknowledge receipt of all child information documents 
provided through TREE OF LIFE by signing and returning to TREE 
OF LIFE the transmittal memoranda accompanying all child 
information documents. Failure to comply with this requirement shall 
be considered a material breach of this agreement, and a bar to any 
claim for relief by AP.  
 
  8.2.4 professional review   
AP must have all child information documents reviewed by a medical 
expert of AP‘s choosing who is experienced with children who have 
been institutionalized overseas and/or familiar with medical issues 
arising in the context of inter-country adoption. Failure to comply 
with this requirement shall be considered a material breach of this 
agreement, and a bar to any claim for relief by AP. TREE OF LIFE may 
provide AP with a list of physicians which, in TREE OF LIFE‘S 
opinion are qualified to and experienced with reviewing medical 
information of children from overseas. The provision of such a list or 
the inclusion of any physician on the list does not constitute an 
endorsement by TREE OF LIFE or any warranty by TREE OF LIFE of 
the services performed by that physician.  
 
 8.3 AP acceptance or rejection of child assignment     Within two weeks after AP has received available information regarding a referred child, AP must inform TREE OF LIFE of AP‘s acceptance or rejection of the assignment. AP must indicate acceptance of the child assignment by executing the appropriate Placement Agreement paperwork or rejection by a written 
explanation of decline of referral. AP‘s failure to execute the Placement 
Agreement, or rejection of the assignment for reasons considered 
―unreasonable‖ by TREE OF LIFE or by authorities in the sending 
country, may result in no further child referrals or assignments. In that 
event, this agreement will automatically terminate.  
 
 8.4 Travel to select adoptions (Blind Adoptions). In 
some TREE OF LIFE adoption programs (referred to herein as ―travel 
to select adoptions‖), the referral, assignment, and/or acceptance of 
the child may not occur until AP travels to the sending country. In the 
event AP has elected to participate in a travel to select adoption 
program, most of the provisions of this section do not apply and AP 
will be required to execute the Placement Agreement paperwork prior 
to travel to the sending country.  
 
 8.5 Submission of additional documents  
AP must provide TREE OF LIFE with all documents requested by 
TREE OF LIFE for completion of adoption processing. The documents 
must be provided to TREE OF LIFE within three months of the date 
AP signed the Placement Agreement, or within such shorter time as 
TREE OF LIFE may direct under the circumstances. If AP  fails to 
provided completed documents within the time period directed by 
TREE OF LIFE, TREE OF LIFE may terminate this agreement and any 
further adoption services to AP. 
 
 8.6 No guarantee of placement Referral, 
assignment, acceptance of a child by AP, and/or execution of a 
Placement Agreement do not guarantee that a child will be placed 
with AP. 
 
9. Placement Agreement 
 
 Prior to or concurrent with this agreement, TREE OF LIFE 
has provided AP with a generic Placement Agreement substantially 

similar to the kind of agreement AP will be required to sign upon 
acceptance of a child referral or prior to travel in a blind adoption. 
When the Placement Agreement is executed, its terms will supplement 
the terms of this agreement. In the event of any conflict between the 
terms of this agreement and the Placement Agreement, the terms of 
the Placement Agreement are controlling. 
 
10. AP Travel to Sending Country 
 
 Different countries and different U.S. states impose different 
travel requirements for adopting parents. In some cases, AP may be 
required to travel to the sending country to take custody and accept 
adoptive placement of a child. In some countries, AP may be required 
to travel twice to the sending country, first to see the referred child, 
and later to take custody and accept placement of the child. In the case 
of a travel to select adoption, travel may be optional or it may be 
required to accomplish the referral, assignment, and/or acceptance of 
a child. In the event that AP is required, or elects, to travel to the 
sending country for such purposes, the following provisions apply. 
 
 10.1 WARNING/REQUIRED RELEASE  TREE 
OF LIFE cannot ensure the safety of AP when traveling in the U.S. or 
overseas. All travel involves risks of crime and accident. Travel to a 
foreign country may involve additional risks and hardships, including 
but not limited to, exposure to illness or disease, unsanitary or unsafe 
food and water, inadequate or non-existent medical and dental 
services, and political instability. For these reasons, AP should 
consider carefully before electing to travel overseas, or electing to 
participate in a program that requires overseas travel. It is strongly 
recommended that AP travel with an adult companion, but not bring 
children or persons with health problems or special needs when 
traveling overseas.  If overseas travel is required of or elected by AP, 
AP, and any friend or family member who intends to accompany AP, 
will be required to sign a release from liability at the time of executing 
the placement agreement, or at such time as AP has informed TREE 
OF LIFE of AP’s decision to travel overseas or participate in a 
program that requires overseas travel. AP has been provided with a 
copy of the release that  AP and accompanying friends and family 
members will be expected to sign. Failure to sign such a release will 
result in termination of this agreement and all further adoption 
services. 
 
 10.2 Travel expenses AP is solely responsible for 
paying all costs of any and all travel and travel activities of AP and the 
referred child (or any escort for the referred child), including but not 
limited to airfare, airport taxes, exit fees, accommodations, meals, 
taxis, entertainment, guides, sightseeing, and travel insurance.  AP is 
solely responsible for obtaining and paying for AP's own passport 
and/or travel visa and that of any child placed with AP. AP 
understands that adoption or immigration processing may be delayed 
in the sending country, and that travel may be delayed due to lost 
reservations, being bumped from a flight, or for other reasons. AP 
agrees to remain solely responsible for all travel expenses even in the 
event that any delay requires AP to remain in the sending country 
longer than anticipated. 
 
 10.3 Travel arrangements AP are required to make 
their own travel arrangements. However, as a courtesy to AP, and if 
specifically requested by AP, TREE OF LIFE may recommend travel 
agents, visa service companies, guides, airport greeters, and/or 
accommodations in order to facilitate AP's overseas visit. AP 



 

 

                        

 

acknowledges that in most cases any such travel agents, greeters, or 
guides are not the agents or employees of TREE OF LIFE, and that 
TREE OF LIFE cannot and does not guarantee or assure the cost, 
reliability, or availability of any such travel arrangements, schedules, 
accommodations, greeters, or guides.  
 
 10.4 TREE OF LIFE  Travel Group   
In many instances, AP will be assigned to a ―TREE OF LIFE Travel 
Group‖ -- a group consisting of other TREE OF LIFE AP‘s who will 
travel in the sending country at the same time as AP. Any AP assigned 
to a TREE OF LIFE Travel Group is required to remain with the TREE 
OF LIFE Travel Group, to stay in accommodations arranged by TREE 
OF LIFE, to travel in accordance with arrangements made by TREE OF 
LIFE, and to adhere to any itinerary by TREE OF LIFE or the TREE OF 
LIFE guide. Breach of this provision shall be considered a material 
breach of this Agreement.  
 
 10.5 Contact with foreign persons and travel conduct       Subject to the provisions of this agreement, AP may engage in limited contact with foreign officials, orphanage personnel, and social services agency personnel, only to the extent that, in the sole discretion of TREE OF LIFE, such contact is reasonably necessary to effectuate the TREE OF LIFE placement and adoption and 
only if TREE OF LIFE or the in-country facilitator has provided 
express prior instruction or permission for such contact. At all times 
when in the sending country, AP should be mindful that AP is acting 
as an emissary for TREE OF LIFE and the U.S., and that AP's actions 
may affect the reputation of TREE OF LIFE and the U.S., and may 
affect future adoption practice in the sending country. AP agrees to at 
all times act with courtesy and respect for the customs, laws, and 
sovereignty of the people, government, and institutions of the sending 
country, and to refrain from any act or statement which could cause 
criticism, disrepute, or embarrassment to TREE OF LIFE or the U.S. 
 
 10.6 In-country facilitator In many cases, TREE OF 
LIFE will provide or refer AP to an in-country facilitator to coordinate 
and assist in the adoption process. In some cases, the in-country 
facilitator will be an employee of TREE OF LIFE. In other situations, 
the in-country facilitator will be an in-country provider, as that term is 
elsewhere defined in this agreement. 
 
 10.7 Written Travel Guides  TREE OF LIFE 
may provide AP with one or more written Travel Guides containing 
additional information about overseas travel. AP understands that 
conditions, circumstances, procedures, and costs may change without 
notice, and that TREE OF LIFE does not guarantee or warrant that the 
information contained in the Travel Guides is current, correct, or 
complete.  
 
 RELEASE: By signing this agreement, AP releases 
TREE OF LIFE and holds TREE OF LIFE harmless from any and all 
responsibility or liability for any type of injury, harm, damage, or 
loss in any way relating to or arising out of information contained in 
any travel guide or travel information provided to AP by TREE OF 
LIFE. 
 
 10.8 Acting as Document Courier In some cases, 
AP may be asked to act as a courier of adoption documents for 
another AP to the sending country where AP will be traveling. 
Conversely, AP may elect to have their adoption documents 
transported to the sending country by another AP. In all such cases, 
the documents will be placed in a sealed envelope, and the AP acting 
as a courier will be instructed with regard to the delivery of the 
documents. All APs will be given the option of having adoption 
documents delivered to the sending country via a commercial carrier. 

 
11. Immigration of Child 
 
 11.1  General Obligations  In most cases, 
TREE OF LIFE, or the in-country provider, will make reasonable 
efforts to assist AP in obtaining all necessary travel documents for the 
referred child, including passport, exit documents and U.S. entry visa. 
Regardless of any such assistance by TREE OF LIFE or the in-country 
provider, AP is and remains responsible for the immigration process 
for the referred child, including but not limited to completing and 
submitting all necessary documents, paying any and all attendant 
costs and fees, and obtaining any necessary permanent resident visa. 
TREE OF LIFE cannot guarantee that any governmental entity or 
agency, U.S. or foreign, will approve the referred child for 
immigration to the U.S. or elsewhere, or will provide the necessary 
travel documents. 
 
 11.2 USCIS Pre-approval AP is responsible, with 
assistance and advice from TREE OF LIFE, for obtaining pre-approval 
from the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (―USCIS‖) to 
bring an adopted child into the U.S. Except under special 
circumstances, such pre-approval, as provided by the USCIS process, 
must be obtained before TREE OF LIFE will refer any child to AP 
under this agreement. AP should be aware that USCIS pre-approval 
automatically expires after 18 months, and that FBI criminal 
background checks expire after 15 months. AP is solely responsible for 
keeping track of these expiration dates and ensuring that the criminal 
background checks, USCIS approval, and all other required 
documents are current. 
 
12. Post-placement and Post-adoption Requirements and 
Services 
 
 12.1  Number and nature of post-placement and post-
adoption requirements   
Post-placement requirements are to be fulfilled after a child is placed 
with AP and before an adoption is finalized. Post-adoption 
requirements are to be fulfilled after an adoption is finalized. Such 
requirements may include counseling, supervision, reporting, 
evaluation, and a state-mandated court report. The number and nature 
of post-placement and post-adoption requirements may differ from 
case to case, depending on the laws and rules of the sending country, 
AP‘s home state, and other applicable jurisdictions, and depending on 
the needs and circumstances of each individual placement. Specific 
post-placement and post-adoption requirements for the country 
program chosen by AP will be provided to AP by TREE OF LIFE in or 
in conjunction with the Placement Agreement.  
 
 12.2 Registration of child  AP understand 
that some sending countries require that the adopted child be 
registered with the U.S. consulate for the sending country. For 
purposes of this agreement, any such registration requirement shall be 
considered a post-adoption requirement. 
 
 12.3 Responsibilities of AP  AP is solely 
responsible for complying with all post-placement and post-adoption 
requirements, including those of TREE OF LIFE, of the sending 
country, and of AP‘s home state and any other applicable jurisdiction. 
AP must arrange for, fulfill, and pay for all costs and fees associated 
with post-placement and post-adoption requirements. As with the 



 

 

                        

 

home study, AP must provide the social worker performing the post-
placement and post-adoption services with reasonable access to AP‘s 
home and family during normal working hours, even if this requires 
AP to take time off from work. Any post-placement or post-adoption 
services not provided by TREE OF LIFE must be provided by a 
cooperating agency. AP is responsible for ensuring that all post-
placement and post-adoption reports are provided to TREE OF LIFE 
in a timely manner. Upon reasonable request by TREE OF LIFE, or by 
any cooperating agency, overseas orphanage, or relevant foreign 
government official, AP must provide photographs and written 
reports regarding the child and its development.  
 
 12.4 Responsibilities of TREE OF LIFE  In 
most cases, if AP resides in a state where TREE OF LIFE is licensed, 
TREE OF LIFE will perform required post-placement and post-
adoption services, will prepare any required post-placement and post-
adoption reports in the appropriate legal format, and will submit such 
reports to the appropriate persons or authorities. If post-placement 
and post-adoption services are performed by a cooperating agency, 
TREE OF LIFE will review and evaluate post-placement and post-
adoption reports, and will submit such reports to the appropriate 
persons or authorities. 
 
 12.5 Enforcement of post-placement and post-adoption 
requirements  AP understands that AP‘s failure to fulfill all post-
placement and post-adoption requirements in a timely manner may 
have severe consequences for TREE OF LIFE and/or for other 
adoptive parents, including restricting the ability of other parents to 
adopt from the sending country and causing TREE OF LIFE to lose the 
ability to place children from the sending country. Because of this 
extreme potential harm, AP specifically agrees that, regardless of any 
other dispute resolution provisions of this agreement, in the event AP 
fails to fulfill post-placement or post-adoption requirements in a 
timely fashion, TREE OF LIFE may apply to the court of applicable 
jurisdiction in the state and county in which TREE OF LIFE‘S main 
office is located for injunctive and other relief, including consequential 
damages for any harm or injury caused to TREE OF LIFE, its business, 
its reputation, and/or its adoption programs as the result of AP‘s 
noncompliance. AP agrees that, in such event, AP will submit to 
jurisdiction and venue in such state and county, and will pay all costs, 
disbursements, and attorney fees, whether pretrial, at trial, or on 
appeal, incurred by TREE OF LIFE in attempting to enforce post-
placement and post-adoption requirements and in seeking damages 
caused by AP‘s breach. Any breach of the terms of this section is a 
material breach of this agreement. 
 
 12.6 Post-adoption services TREE OF LIFE will 
provide various post-adoption services as needed and reasonable to 
support AP and adoptive child‘s transition. Such services may include 
staff support during the post-adoption transition, staff assistance in 
post-adoption reporting, and access to adoption support groups, list-
serve and social engagements. Some post-adoption services are 
included in the fees paid by AP to TREE OF LIFE, and some may 
require an additional fee. Under no circumstances is TREE OF LIFE 
obligated to assist in the dissolution or termination of a finalized 
adoption. 
  
13. Finalization of Adoption 
    
 13.1 Definition of ―finalization‖   

To ―finalize‖ an adoption means to have the adoption legally granted 
by a court or other legal authority with jurisdiction over the matter. 
 
 13.2 Finalization of foreign adoption   In many cases, 
AP‘s adoption of the child must be finalized in the sending country. In 
such cases, TREE OF LIFE or an in-country provider will make 
reasonable efforts to facilitate the foreign adoption process, including 
completing and submitting any necessary petition or other 
documentation. TREE OF LIFE is not responsible or liable for any 
failure or refusal by foreign authorities to grant foreign adoption. The 
DISCLAIMERS/RELEASES provisions of this agreement expressly 
apply to this subsection. 
 
 13.3 Finalization of U.S. adoption AP must 
finalize or re-finalize adoption in the U.S. in accordance with the 
provisions of the Placement Agreement.  
 
  13.3.1 obligations of AP   
AP is solely responsible for finalizing the U.S. adoption, for obtaining 
independent legal counsel to represent AP in the adoption proceeding, 
and for paying all fees, costs, and expenses association with 
finalization, including, but not limited to, all attorney fees and court 
costs.  Such fees, costs, or expenses are not included in any fee paid by 
AP to TREE OF LIFE. TREE OF LIFE will not represent AP in the 
adoption proceeding or pay or advance fees, costs, or expenses on 
behalf of AP. 
 
  13.3.2 obligations of TREE OF LIFE   TREE OF LIFE‘S role in finalization of the U.S. adoption is limited to the following: (1) In adoptions subject to the Hague Convention, determining whether the U.S. Secretary of State has issued a certificate approving of the proposed adoption; (2) providing TREE OF LIFE‘S agency consent or agreement to the 
adoption, as more fully set forth in the Placement Agreement, and to 
the extent that TREE OF LIFE, in its sole discretion and professional 
judgment, deems such consent or agreement advisable; (3) providing 
to the appropriate court any report required by the court of TREE OF 
LIFE; and (4) providing any necessary legal documents which TREE 
OF LIFE already possesses or may readily obtain. Except as specified 
herein, TREE OF LIFE is under no obligation to create legal documents 
or pleadings for the U.S. adoption proceeding.  
 
14. Fees 
 
 14.1 Payment and amount of fees    AP is solely 
responsible for paying all fees associated with services rendered 
pursuant to this agreement in the amounts and at the times specified 
in the Fee Schedule and Adoption Services Fee Agreement 
(collectively referred to herein as the ―Fee Agreement‖). TREE OF 
LIFE does not agree to accept fees from any other person or entity. A 
copy of the Fee Agreement has previously been provided to AP as part 
of the TREE OF LIFE Agency Application, and is incorporated herein 
by this reference. AP agrees that TREE OF LIFE may increase fees in 
accordance with the Fee Agreement and in a manner that applies 
equally and prospectively to all similarly-situated APs, and that AP 
will pay fees in effect at the time of billing. AP shall comply fully with 
all fee policies and procedures established by TREE OF LIFE and/or 
set forth in the Fee Agreement, and such policies and procedures are 
to be considered a part of this agreement. 
 
 14.2  Non-refundable Any fee paid by AP is non-
refundable, regardless of circumstances, except as otherwise specified 
in the Fee Agreement.  
 



 

 

                        

 

 14.3 Non-transferable.  Any fee paid by AP to TREE OF 
LIFE may not be transferred to or used for services for any other 
person without TREE OF LIFE‘S express prior written permission. 
Any fee paid by AP to TREE OF LIFE with regard to a specific TREE 
OF LIFE program may not be transferred to or used to pay for services 
in a different program without TREE OF LIFE‘S express prior written 
permission. 
 
 14.4 Cooperating agency services The Fee 
Agreement does not govern or apply to services which may be 
provided by a cooperating agency. Fees for services provided by a 
cooperating agency are determined by the cooperating agency itself, 
not by TREE OF LIFE. 
 
 14.5 No payment to other persons or entities              
While this agreement is in effect, AP shall make no payment of any 
kind for adoption services or fees to any person or entity other than (a) 
TREE OF LIFE, (b) such persons, cooperating agencies, in-country 
providers, or other entities as TREE OF LIFE shall  specifically 
designate, (c) any legal counsel retained by AP, and/or (d) any 
physician or medical expert retained by AP. This prohibition includes, 
but is not limited to, any official or employee of any foreign nation or 
orphanage, and any birth parent of a prospective adopted child. Any 
breach of the terms of this subsection is a material breach of this 
agreement. 
 
15. Duration and Termination of Agreement 
 
 15.1 Election to terminate Either party may elect to 
terminate this agreement at any time prior to the execution of the 
Placement Agreement by providing written notice to the other party. 
Except as otherwise set forth herein, once the Placement Agreement 
has been executed by both parties, the terms of that Agreement shall 
govern the right to termination and the effect of termination. Although 
TREE OF LIFE expressly reserves the right to terminate this agreement 
for any or no reason, generally, TREE OF LIFE will seek termination 
only for one of the following reasons: (1) failure of AP to pay required 
fees, (2) material breach of this agreement by AP, (3) lack of 
cooperation by AP, (4) any determination by TREE OF LIFE or by a 
cooperating agency that AP does not meet minimum standards for 
adoptive homes, (5) any determination by TREE OF LIFE that 
adoption of a child by, or placement of a child with AP would not be 
in a child's best interests, (6) any change in law or circumstances 
which, in TREE OF LIFE‘S professional judgment, would render a 
prospective adoption difficult or impossible, (7) any failure or refusal 
by authorities in the sending country to allow an adoptive placement 
or to grant foreign adoption, (8) any circumstance in which a birth 
parent successfully challenges the adoptive placement. 
 
 15.2 Automatic termination This agreement will 
automatically terminate one year following the date it is signed by AP, 
unless a child has been referred to and accepted by AP, in which case 
this agreement will automatically terminate when AP‘s adoption of 
the child is finalized, except as otherwise provide herein. In the event 
that a child is referred to and accepted by AP and subsequently, 
through no fault of AP, the child becomes unavailable for adoption, 
the period of this agreement will be extended, and this agreement will 
automatically terminate 18 months following the date it is signed by 
AP unless another child is referred to and accepted by AP.  
 

 15.3 Effect of termination Termination of this 
agreement by either party, or automatically, shall have the effect of 
relieving both parties of any and all obligations of future performance 
under this agreement. However, termination shall not affect or 
terminate (1) any release from or limitation of liability, whether 
contained in this agreement or elsewhere, (2) the provisions of sections 
13 through 24 of this agreement, (3) any obligation to pay fees, costs, 
or expenses that already have been incurred by AP, (4) any 
parent/child relationship that may have been established by operation 
of law. 
 
 15.4 Suspension of services If, at any time prior to 
finalization of an adoption under this agreement, TREE OF LIFE 
becomes aware of facts or circumstances that, in TREE OF LIFE‘s 
judgment cause concern that an adoption of a child by AP may not be 
in the child‘s best interests, TREE OF LIFE may do any and all of the 
following: (a) suspend all further services to AP pending further 
evaluation and information; (b) require AP to complete such 
counseling, testing (including psychological testing), training, or 
education as TREE OF LIFE deems advisable under the circumstances; 
(c) require AP to relinquish custody of any child placed by AP under 
this agreement. AP agrees to fully cooperate with TREE OF LIFE in all 
respects, including submitting to testing and evaluation and 
relinquishing custody of the child, if so required by TREE OF LIFE. 
 
16. Complaint Procedure and Dispute Resolution 
 
 16.1 Complaint procedure  Any and all 
complaints or claims by AP arising out of or relating to the terms or 
performance of this agreement must be presented and pursued in 
accordance with TREE OF LIFE‘S written ―Client Complaint 
Procedure.‖ A copy of the Client Complaint Procedure has previously 
been provided to AP along with the TREE OF LIFE Agency 
Application, and is incorporated herein by this reference. Exhaustion 
of the Client Complaint Procedure, including all appeals, is a 
condition precedent to any further mediation or arbitration of AP‘s 
complaint or claim. Any complaint or claim of AP which cannot be 
resolved by the Client Complaint Procedure, and any other dispute, 
controversy or claim arising out of or relating to the terms or 
performance of this agreement which cannot be resolved by good faith 
negotiation among the parties, must be resolved as specified in the 
following subsections. 
   
 16.2 Mediation  The parties agree to 
attempt in good faith to resolve any unresolved dispute, claim or 
controversy by mediation administered by the American Arbitration 
Association or some other mutually acceptable mediator, under 
commercial mediation policies and procedures then adopted by the 
American Arbitration Association or mutually acceptable mediator. 
 
  16.2.1 definition of good faith "Good faith" is 
defined as an honest intention to proceed in a manner which 
maximizes the likelihood of mediation being effective. "Good faith" 
shall not be construed to require either party to make any concession 
that party does not believe is in its interest. 
 
  16.2.2 statute of limitations The running of 
any applicable statutory limitation period is tolled from the date of the 
first scheduled mediation session until 60 days after the final 
mediation session, during which period the status of any statute of 



 

 

                        

 

limitations issue shall be preserved. This provision shall be construed 
to give effect to its intent, which is that neither party's position 
regarding the statute  limitations shall be improved or damaged as a 
result of having engaged in mediation. 
 
 16.3  Arbitration  If mediation 
fails to resolve the dispute, claim, or controversy it must be resolved 
by arbitration to be held in the state and county in which TREE OF 
LIFE maintains its main office, or some other place mutually agreed by 
the parties, such mediation to be administered by the American 
Arbitration Association, or an arbitrator mutually acceptable to the 
parties, pursuant to the American Arbitration Association Rules of 
Arbitration, or rules of the mutually acceptable arbitrator, as 
supplemented by this contract.  
 
 The arbitrator has broad authority to fashion an equitable 
remedy, including the authority to award specific performance. Any 
decision of the arbitrator must be reduced to and entered as final 
judgment in the appropriate court in the state and county where TREE 
OF LIFE maintains it‘s main office. Such award and judgment 
constitutes a final and binding adjudication of all matters submitted to 
arbitration. The parties expressly agree to waive any and all rights to 
appeal the arbitrator's decision. 
 
 16.4 Costs and attorney fees 
 
  16.4.1 mediation TREE OF LIFE will pay 
the entire mediator's fee for the first two hours of mediation. Each 
party is responsible for one-half of any mediator's fees incurred 
thereafter, and one-half of any administrative fees charged by the 
mediator. 
 
  16.4.2 arbitration Each party is responsible 
for one-half the total fees and expenses charged by the arbitrator. 
 
  16.4.3 other costs and attorney fees  
During all stages of any grievance, negotiation, mediation, or 
arbitration process, and at all other times, each party is solely 
responsible for any and all attorney fees, costs, and disbursements that 
party has incurred on its own behalf. 
 
 16.5 Choice of law, jurisdiction and venue  
This agreement -- including all supplements, modifications, and other 
documents incorporated herein -- and all rights, obligations, and 
disputes arising out of it is governed by and construed consistent with 
the law of the State of Oregon without regard to conflicts-of-law rules 
or principles. The parties agree that jurisdiction and venue for any 
dispute arising under this agreement is in the state and county where 
TREE OF LIFE maintains its main office, or any other jurisdiction in 
which both parties voluntarily appear. 
 
 16.6 Non-consumer transaction   
AP acknowledge and agree that adoption is a unique enterprise and 
that the services to be rendered by TREE OF LIFE pursuant to this 
agreement are not in the nature of consumer services. Accordingly, AP 
agree that AP is not entitled to any of the legal or equitable rights or 
remedies afforded to the parties in a consumer transaction.  
 
17. Ethical and Respectful Behavior, Confidentiality 
 

 17.1 Responsibilities/expectations of TREE OF LIFE    
TREE OF LIFE employees will at all times comply with ethical 
standards prescribed by the social work profession and any applicable 
state and federal law. TREE OF LIFE employees will treat AP in a 
respectful, ethical, and non-coercive manner, and will refrain from use 
of personally derogatory or profane language or communication. Any 
AP who feels he or she has been treated inappropriately by a TREE OF 
LIFE employee, other AP, or other person involved in the adoption 
process must report the complaint to TREE OF LIFE pursuant to the 
written Client Grievance Procedure. 
 
 17.2 Responsibilities/expectations of AP  
AP will at all times treat TREE OF LIFE employees, volunteers, and 
the personnel of in-country providers and cooperating agencies with 
respect; AP will refrain from communicating with such persons in any 
manner that is threatening, personally derogatory, abusive or profane. 
Any AP who fails to meet this standard may be subject to sanction by 
TREE OF LIFE. Such sanction may include, in the sole judgment and 
discretion of TREE OF LIFE, required counseling or treatment before 
proceeding with the adoption process, suspension of adoption 
services, termination of adoption services and of this agreement. 
When applying any such sanction, TREE OF LIFE is not required to 
resort to the dispute resolution procedure created by this agreement. 
 
 17.3 Confidential child information Pursuant to this 
agreement, AP may be provided with information concerning the 
identity and condition or health of a referred child. AP agree to 
consider such information as confidential and, except as otherwise 
provided by this agreement, agree not to disclose or release such 
information to any third party in any manner or fashion until AP‘s 
adoption of the child has been legally finalized. AP understand that 
public disclosure of confidential information about a referred child, or 
other details of a proposed adoption, may jeopardize or adversely 
effect TREE OF LIFE‘s ability to complete the proposed adoption.  
 
18. Use/Disclosure of TREE OF LIFE Name, Documents, and 
Trade Secrets 
 
 18.1 Non-disclosure of TREE OF LIFE inter-country 
procedures and trade secrets    
The following information are considered trade secrets of TREE OF 
LIFE: (1) the names, addresses, and functions of TREE OF LIFE 
overseas foreign staff, representatives, agents, facilitators, or contacts; 
(2) the names, addresses, and functions of overseas adoption facilities, 
orphanages, or hospitals involved in TREE OF LIFE inter-country 
adoption programs; (3) information that identifies the existence, 
identities, or location of the persons or facilities specified in (1) or (2). 
AP acknowledges and stipulates that all such information is 
confidential, material, important, and proprietary to TREE OF LIFE 
and gravely affects the effective and successful conduct of TREE OF 
LIFE business. Accordingly, AP agrees not to disclose, divulge, or 
communicate such information to any person or entity in any manner, 
directly or indirectly (whether written, spoken, via internet postings, 
email, chat rooms, or otherwise), without the prior written consent of 
TREE OF LIFE. This restriction survives any termination of this 
agreement, and remains effective for as long as TREE OF LIFE is in 
operation. Any breach of the terms of this section is a material breach 
of this agreement. 
 
 18.2. Unauthorized use of TREE OF LIFE documents    



 

 

                        

 

AP acknowledges that the documents produced by, or on behalf of, 
TREE OF LIFE pursuant to, or in furtherance of, this agreement are 
intended to be used only with regard to an adoption arranged by or 
through TREE OF LIFE for the undersigned AP. AP agrees not to 
make, allow, or encourage any use of such documents -- which 
documents include, but are not limited to, any home study report, 
dossier, post-placement report, court report, or written agreement --  
for any other purpose, or for any adoption or procedure not involving 
TREE OF LIFE, without the express prior written authorization of 
TREE OF LIFE. Any breach of the terms of this section is a material 
breach of this agreement.  
 
 18.3. Unauthorized use of TREE OF LIFE name     AP 
acknowledges the TREE OF LIFE name, trademarks and logos are 
unique and proprietary to TREE OF LIFE, and that  TREE OF LIFE‘ 
reputation, goodwill, and ability to conduct business could be severely 
damaged by the misuse or unauthorized use of the TREE OF LIFE 
name or logo. AP agrees not to make or encourage any use of the 
TREE OF LIFE name, trademarks or logos without the express prior 
written authorization of TREE OF LIFE. Any breach of the terms of 
this section is a material breach of this agreement. 
 
 18.4 False statements concerning TREE OF LIFE AP 
agree not to make to any third party, directly or by implication, 
whether orally or in writing, any statement about TREE OF LIFE that 
is in any way false, defamatory, or deliberately incomplete so as to 
give a false negative impression of TREE OF LIFE. Any statement by 
AP that is posted on the internet (via bulletin boards, forums, chat 
rooms, via email, or to other internet accessible sites), or distributed 
via email, facsimile, letter, or note, shall be considered a written 
communication for purposes of this subsection. Any breach of the 
terms of this section is a material breach of this agreement. 
 
 Because of this extreme potential harm, AP specifically 
agrees that, regardless of any other dispute resolution provisions of 
this agreement, in the event AP makes false and damaging statements 
about TREE OF LIFE, TREE OF LIFE may apply to the court of 
applicable jurisdiction in the state and county in which TREE OF 
LIFE‘S main office is located for injunctive and other relief, including 
consequential damages for any harm or injury caused to TREE OF 
LIFE, its business, its reputation, and/or its adoption programs as the 
result of AP‘s statement. AP agrees that, in such event, AP will submit 
to jurisdiction and venue in such state and county, and will pay all 
costs, disbursements, and attorney fees, whether pretrial, at trial, or on 
appeal, incurred by TREE OF LIFE in this regard. In addition, because 
of the difficulty of proving actual damages, TREE OF LIFE shall be 
entitled to recover liquidated damages in the amount of $10,000 for 
each false and defamatory statement made about TREE OF LIFE by 
AP. Each day that any statement remains in print, or remains available 
on the internet, without a formal retraction shall be considered a 
separate occurrence for purposes of these liquidated damages.  
 
19. TREE OF LIFE Informational Materials 
 
 If AP continues on in the adoption process, AP may receive 
informational material from TREE OF LIFE in the form of a written 
―Adoption Process Guidebook,‖ and/or a ―Travel Guide.‖ (This 
informational material is collectively referred to herein as ―TREE OF 
LIFE Guidebooks‖.) The material in the TREE OF LIFE Guidebooks is 
intended to be informational only and not contractual, and is not in 

any manner intended to create or establish contractual obligations on 
the part of either party. 
 
 In the event of any inconsistency between the provisions of 
this agreement and statements appearing in any of the TREE OF LIFE 
Guidebooks, or of any ambiguity created by comparing the provisions 
of this agreement with those in the TREE OF LIFE Guidebooks, the 
provisions of this agreement shall prevail, and this agreement shall be 
construed as if the conflicting or ambiguous TREE OF LIFE 
Guidebook provision did not exist. 
 
20. Construction 
   
 20.1 Modification/supplementation of agreement    Any 
modification of or supplement to this agreement must be in writing, 
and signed by all affected parties. This provision may not be waived, 
modified, or supplemented except in the manner specified herein. 
Provided, however, that any separate written release from liability 
shall be enforceable if signed by the releasing party; and TREE OF 
LIFE may change the Schedule of Fees without AP‘s signature or 
agreement.  
 
 20.2 Severability of provisions   
If, in any judicial or dispute resolution proceeding, a court or 
arbitrator shall refuse to enforce all the provisions of this agreement, 
any unenforceable provision shall be deemed eliminated from this 
agreement for the purpose of such proceeding as is necessary to 
permit the remainder of this agreement to be enforced. 
 
 20.3 Non-waiver  The failure of either 
party to enforce any provision in this agreement shall not be construed 
as a waiver or limitation of that party‘s right to subsequently enforce 
and compel strict compliance with every provision of this agreement. 
 
 20.4 Interpretation and section headings  
Headings or titles to the sections of this agreement are solely for the 
convenience of the parties and are not binding, and are not to be 
considered in the interpretation or construction of this agreement. No 
provision of this agreement shall be considered for or against a party 
by virtue of the fact that a party or its legal representative drafted such 
provision. Any statute to the contrary shall not apply to the 
interpretation of this agreement. 
 
 20.5 Material breach A ―material breach‖ of this 
agreement is any breach that is designated as such in this agreement, 
and any other breach which materially affects the conduct or 
performance of this agreement. Upon any material breach by AP, 
TREE OF LIFE is entitled to suspend or terminate services, terminate 
this agreement, or seek other available remedies.  
 
 20.6 Entire agreement  This agreement, and 
attached documents referred to and expressly incorporated herein, 
contains the full, final, and exclusive statement of the agreement 
between the parties hereunder. This document supersedes any and all 
other agreements, either oral or in writing, between the parties with 
respect to any subject or issue, including without limitation fees and 
the parties‘ respective rights and obligations. This document is being 
signed voluntarily, without reliance on any other promises or 
representations. 
 



 

 

                        

 

 
21. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 
 
 Any liability of TREE OF LIFE or its employees or agents, 
for any claim arising out of or relating to this agreement, including 
but not limited to claims arising out of the alleged or actual 
negligence of TREE OF LIFE or its employees or agents, shall be 
limited to the total amount of fees paid by AP to TREE OF LIFE.  
 
22. DISCLAIMERS/RELEASES 
 
 22.1 GENERAL The following provisions apply to 
any and all Releases contained in this agreement. All Releases 
supersede and control any other provisions of this agreement, and any 
other representations of TREE OF LIFE, written or oral, which may 
appear, or are construed, to be to the contrary. All Releases extend to 
claims for any and all types of injury, harm, damage, or loss, whether 
economic, physical, psychological, or otherwise, and including but not 
limited to court costs and attorney fees. All Releases extend to and 
include all employees, agents, principals, representatives, successors, 
assigns, partners, attorneys, and insurers of TREE OF LIFE, and to all 
other persons and entities subject to liability derived from the conduct 
of TREE OF LIFE. All Releases extend to and include any and all 
claims of any child assigned to or placed with AP. 
 
 22.2 LIABILITY FOR ACTS OF NEGLIGENCE All 
Releases in this agreement are specifically intended to include and 
extend to all responsibility and liability for any negligent act or 
omission on the part of TREE OF LIFE. 
 
 22.3 RELEASE FOR ACTS OR OMISSIONS OF 
THIRD PARTIES 
 
 AP acknowledges that other persons, agencies, and entities 
not subject to the supervision, direction and control of TREE OF 
LIFE-- including, but not limited to, social workers, medical 
professionals, cooperating agencies, volunteers, guides, translators, 
overseas affiliates, in-country providers and foreign governments and 
agencies -- may be involved in the adoption process.  
 
RELEASE: AP hereby releases TREE OF LIFE and holds TREE 
OF LIFE harmless from any responsibility or liability, whether direct, 
derivative, vicarious, or otherwise for any type of injury, harm, 
damage, or loss in any way caused by, contributed to, or arising out of 
the acts or omissions of third parties. 
 
 22.4 NO WARRANTY OF TREE OF LIFE APPROVAL 
OR CONSENT 
 
 This document is being provided to AP concurrently with the 
Agency Application so that AP may be fully informed regarding the 
nature of the parties’ respective anticipated obligations. Both the 
Agency Application and a home study must be approved by TREE OF 
LIFE before TREE OF LIFE will provide any further adoption services. 
The signing of this agreement by TREE OF LIFE does not constitute or 
guarantee TREE OF LIFE’S’ approval of AP as adoptive parents, 
TREE OF LIFE’S consent to an adoption by AP, or that TREE OF 
LIFE will provide any further adoption services. 
 
 TREE OF LIFE does not and cannot guarantee, and makes no 
warranty or representation, express or implied, that TREE OF LIFE 

will approve of AP’s Agency Application, approve of AP’s home 
study, or consent to an adoption by AP.  
 
 22.5 RELEASE FOR DELAYS, OBSTACLES OR 
IMPEDIMENTS TO PLACEMENT, IMMIGRATION OR 
ADOPTION 
  
 TREE OF LIFE does not and cannot guarantee, and makes no 
warranty or representation, express or implied, that any child will be 
assigned to or placed with AP for purposes of adoption, that AP will 
be allowed to immigrate to the U.S. with any child, or that AP will 
succeed in being able to adopt any child. 
 
 AP acknowledges and understands that placement, adoption, 
and immigration are subject to laws and circumstances beyond TREE 
OF LIFE’s control, including, but not limited to, federal and state law 
and practice, decisions of courts of applicable jurisdiction, practices 
and policies of overseas authorities, and legal challenges from 
interested persons. TREE OF LIFE cannot guarantee that existing 
adoption laws, programs, and practices will not change substantially, 
or that legal barriers or challenges to adoption will not arise, which 
make placement, immigration, or adoption difficult or impossible for 
AP.  
 
 RELEASE:   AP hereby releases TREE 
OF LIFE and holds TREE OF LIFE harmless from any and all 
responsibility or liability for any type of injury, harm, damage, or 
loss which in any way results from any delay, obstacle or impediment 
to placement, immigration, or adoption. This release specifically 
extends to, but is not limited to, any delay, obstacle or impediment to 
placement, immigration, or adoption directly or indirectly caused by 
any change in applicable laws and procedures, caused by the actions 
or inactions of any foreign or U.S. agency, official, court, lawyer, or 
facilitator, or resulting from AP’s disclosure of confidential 
information relating to a referred child or to any prospective adoption 
under this agreement. 
 
 22.6 RELEASE FOR CONDITION OF CHILD 
 
 TREE OF LIFE does not and cannot guarantee, and makes no 
warranty or representation, express or implied, that a child of any 
particular age, sex, condition, or nationality, or from any particular 
orphanage or province, will be assigned to or placed with AP. 
 
 The following are among the possible risks to the health and 
well being of any child adopted from overseas: (1) poor prenatal care, 
(2) poor care by parents, caretakers or guardians, (3) 
institutionalization, (4) poor medical care, and /or (5) poor 
medication assessment. In addition, a child may be too young to 
properly diagnose many medical or psychological problems. 
 
 If you adopt a child who was institutionalized in another 
country, that child is likely to have undiagnosed medical and 
psychological problems including, but not limited to, developmental 
delay, malnutrition, and/or behavioral problems. You probably will 
not be fully aware of the nature and extent of the child’s problems 
until after the adoption is finalized. Even if the child was not 
institutionalized, most children adopted from another country are 
likely to have some undiagnosed medical, psychological, or other 
problems. 
 



 

 

                        

 

 For these reasons, TREE OF LIFE does not and cannot 
guarantee, and makes no warranty or representation, express or 
implied, concerning the medical or psychological condition of any 
child. AP acknowledges that TREE OF LIFE is not and cannot be 
responsible for any such conditions or problems. 
 
 Prior to placement, a child may have been provided with 
medical examinations, tests, and/or inoculations. Medical 
professionals may have declared the child “healthy,” or free of serious 
health problems. AP may have specified that AP expects a “healthy” 
child. AP acknowledges and understands that none of these 
circumstances guarantees a healthy child. TREE OF LIFE cannot 
guarantee the results or accuracy of any examinations, tests, 
inoculations, or assessments. 
 
 AP further acknowledges and understands that in some 
cases, TREE OF LIFE may have arranged for a child’s medical or 
psychological examination, while in other situations, a child may not 
have been provided with any medical examination or testing. In either 
event, TREE OF LIFE does not conduct any independent assessment, 
testing, screening, or evaluation of any child, and TREE OF LIFE has 
no knowledge of any child's actual medical or psychological 
condition other than what has been reported to TREE OF LIFE or may 
appear in any medical records. 
 
 RELEASE: AP hereby releases TREE OF LIFE and 
holds TREE OF LIFE harmless from any and all responsibility or 
liability for any type of injury, harm, damage, or loss in any way 
relating to or arising out of the physical, psychological, or emotional 
condition of any child assigned to, placed with, or adopted by AP, 
regardless of when such injury, harm, damage, or loss is known or 
discovered. 
 
 22.7 RELEASE FOR CHILD’S RECORDS AND 
INFORMATION 
 
 TREE OF LIFE will make reasonable efforts to provide AP 
with all available medical, psychological, historical, and other 
records and information concerning the child. Generally, such records 
and information originate with persons, agencies, and entities outside 
TREE OF LIFE. TREE OF LIFE does not and cannot investigate or 
confirm the information obtained or provided. The information 
obtained or provided may be inaccurate and/or incomplete. 
Translations of foreign-language documents may be inaccurate. 
Therefore, TREE OF LIFE does not guarantee, and makes no warranty, 
express or implied, concerning, the accuracy, validity, applicability, or 
completeness of any information, medical, psychological, historical, 
or other records or data regarding any child. 
 
 RELEASE:   AP hereby releases TREE 
OF LIFE and holds TREE OF LIFE harmless from any and all 
responsibility or liability for any type of injury, harm, damage, or 
loss in any way relating to or arising out of any medical, 
psychological, historical, or other records, data, or information 
regarding any child assigned to, placed with, or adopted by AP, or any 
translation of such records, data, or information. 
 
23. Authorization for Release of Information  
 
 By signing this agreement, AP authorizes TREE OF LIFE to 
release copies of any and all records or other information TREE OF 
LIFE may have concerning AP to, and to fully discuss AP with, any 

cooperating agency providing services to AP in conjunction with this 
agreement, any in-country provider, and/or any government or 
adoption authorities, officials, or personnel in the U.S. or the sending 
country. This authorization is subject to all applicable legal restrictions 
and relates only to such records, information, and discussions as are 
reasonably necessary, in TREE OF LIFE‘ sole discretion, to provide the 
adoption services specified in this agreement. AP hereby releases 
TREE OF LIFE from all legal responsibility or liability that may arise 
from the release of information authorized herein. AP acknowledges 
that the information to be released may include confidential 
information which could not be released without this written consent, 
including information that is specified to adoption counseling, family 
planning, employment, drug, alcohol or psychiatric treatment, and/or 
HIV testing and diagnosis. 
 
24. Release of Information to Spouse 
 
 If AP is a married couple, by signing this agreement each AP 
spouse authorizes TREE OF LIFE to disclose to and discuss with the 
other spouse any confidential information TREE OF LIFE may learn or 
obtain concerning either AP spouse. Each AP spouse hereby releases 
TREE OF LIFE from all legal responsibility or liability that may arise 
from the release of information authorized herein. Each AP spouse 
acknowledges that the information to be released may include 
confidential information which could not be released without this 
written consent, including information that is specified to adoption 
counseling, family planning, criminal history, child abuse, 
employment, drug, alcohol or psychiatric treatment, and/or HIV 
testing and diagnosis. 
 
25. Confidentiality  Federal and state law require 
TREE OF LIFE to respect confidentiality of all persons involved in an 
adoption, including birth parents, adopting parents, and adopted 
children. In order to help protect the confidentiality of the identities of 
persons served by TREE OF LIFE, TREE OF LIFE imposes the 
following restrictions on AP. Any breach of the provisions of this 
section shall be considered a material breach of this agreement. 
 
 25.1 Information regarding assigned/referred child Prior to the finalization of AP‘s adoption of a referred or assigned child, AP may not publicly disclose identifying or other information regarding the child. Among other things, this means that AP may not post information regarding the child on a website or blog unless the information, website, or blog is password protected 
and limited to specific authorized persons. Once the adoption has 
been finalized, this proscription no longer exists, and AP is free to 
publish any disclose any information about their child in any manner 
they wish. 
 

25.2 Information regarding other families or children  
AP must respect the privacy and confidentiality of other 
children, adoptive families and birth families. Among other 
things, this means the following: (a) When AP is in a sending 
country, AP may not photograph or video children (other 
than the child or children assigned to AP), birth parents, or 
other adoptive families. (b) AP may not obtain and TREE OF 
LIFE staff will not disclose, information regarding children 
(other than the child or children assigned to AP), birth 
parents (except as relevant to the child or children assigned 
to AP) or other adoptive families, including information 
about the status of other families‘ adoptions



 

 

SAMPLE ADOPTION SERVICES FEE AGREEMENT 
TREE OF LIFE ADOPTION CENTER 

 
 

This Agreement is entered into by and between Tree of Life 

Adoption Center (“Tree of Life”) and the undersigned 
prospective Adopting Parent(s) ("AP"). TREE OF LIFE and AP are 
collectively referred to herein as "the parties." 
 
Name(s) of AP  _____________ 
 
RECITALS 

 
 The parties have entered into an International Adoption 
Services Agreement, defining the parties‘ respective rights and 
obligations with regard to adoption services that may be provided to 
AP by TREE OF LIFE. In consideration of such services, as more fully 
specified herein and in the International Adoption Services 
Agreement, AP agrees to pay the fees set forth herein in accordance 
with the terms and conditions herein. It is the intent of the parties 
that this Fee Agreement, once it is executed by both parties, is and 
becomes a part of the contract and agreement between the parties. 
 
AGREEMENTS 

 
1. Recitals The recitals set forth above are hereby made a part 
of this Fee Agreement. 
 
2. International Adoption Services Agreement   
The provisions of the International Adoption Services Agreement, 
including but not limited to the recitals, releases, disclaimers, 
termination provisions, and dispute resolution provisions of that 
Agreement, are hereby made a part of this Fee Agreement and 
incorporated herein by this reference. All provisions of the 
International Adoption Services Agreement shall apply herein, and 
shall be fully enforceable, as though those provisions were expressly 
set forth herein. In the event of any conflict between the provisions of 
the Adoption Services Agreement and the provisions contained 
herein, the terms of this Fee Agreement shall be controlling. 
 
3. Fee Schedule   
 
 3.1 Contractual Effect  
Attached to this Fee Agreement, and incorporated herein by 
reference, is the ―Fee Schedule‖ for the adoption program in which 
AP is participating. The terms of the Fee Schedule are contractual 
and are hereby made a part of this Fee Agreement. AP shall pay fees 
and expenses in the amounts, to the persons or entities, and at the 
times specified in the Fee Schedule. Failure to do so will constitute a 
material breach of this Fee Agreement and the Adoption Services 
Agreement.  
 
 3.2 Changes in Fee Schedule  
A version of this document and a typical Fee Schedule has been 
provided to AP for information purposes at the time of initial inquiry 
or application. Because substantial time may elapse and 
circumstances may change between the time of initial inquiry and 
the time when AP is accepted and committed to a TREE OF LIFE 
program, the specific provisions and amounts in the Fee Agreement 
and Fee Schedule that AP will be asked to sign may differ from the 
provisions and amounts that appeared in the Fee Agreement and Fee 
Schedule given to AP at time of initial inquiry or application. AP 

agrees that TREE OF LIFE may change the amounts of expenses and 
fees stated in the Fee Schedule, so long as the change is applied 
equally and prospectively to all similarly-situated APs. AP agrees to 
pay the fees and expenses in effect at the time of billing.  
 
4. Fees when transferring to another TREE OF LIFE 
PROGRAM or working in multiple programs   
 
 4.1 multiple programs An AP who chooses to 
simultaneously participate in two TREE OF LIFE adoption programs 
will be charged for one and a half Case Management Fees. In other 
words the Case Management Fee for the second program will be at a 
50% discount. This discount does not apply to other fees or expenses 
in either program. 
 
 4.2 fees for transferring programs  
An AP who seeks to transfer from one TREE OF LIFE program to a 
different TREE OF LIFE PROGRAM, and the Case Management Fee 
for the second program is more than the first, AP will be required to 
pay the difference. If the Case Management Fee for the second 
program is less than the Case Management Fee already paid by AP 
there will be no refund to AP of the difference. In addition, every AP 
transferring from one TREE OF LIFE program to another must pay a 
transfer fee of $1,000.00. No other fees paid by AP are transferable.  
 
 4.3 fees for assignment of new child If a child 
referred to AP subsequently becomes unavailable, and TREE OF 
LIFE is able to refer another child to AP from the same adoption 
program within 90 days, AP will not be required to pay any 
additional Case Management Fee. 
  
5. Waiver or Reduction of Fees  
Some of TREE OF LIFE‗s fees may be reduced or waived for the 
placement of certain special needs or older children.   
 
6. Refund of Fees All fees paid to TREE OF LIFE are non-
refundable. However, if the Case Management Fee is paid prior to 
the home study process, and AP‘s home study is not approved, the 
Case Management Fee will be fully refunded to AP. This refund is 
not available if the home study is initially approved but the approval 
is later revoked because of changed circumstances. 
 
7. Categories of Fees and Expenses  
AP is required to pay the following fees and expenses in the amounts 
and at the times specified in the Fee Schedule. 
 
 7.1 Home Study Fee AP must fully pay to TREE OF 
LIFE the Home Study Service Fee or the Home Study Review Fee 
before the commencement of the home study process. If the home 
study is not performed by TREE OF LIFE, AP must pay the home 
study costs and fees directly to the Cooperating Agency conducting 
the home study, and the home study review fee to TREE OF LIFE. 
AP agrees to pay any supplemental or additional adoption home 
study fee reasonably related to any required update, amendment, 
addendum, or change to a home study report. Please note that in 
addition to the stated fee, you will be responsible for paying the 
social worker‘s actual travel expenses if your residence is more than 
20 miles from the office of the relevant TREE OF LIFE social worker. 



 

 

 
 7.2 U.S. Fees and Expenses This category of fees 
and expenses is intended to include all fees and estimated expenses 
for all adoption services provided in the U.S., other than home study 
services and document expenses. This category of fees includes 
TREE OF LIFE‘s personnel costs, administrative overhead, 
operational costs, communications and publications costs, training 
and education, and any other costs related to providing adoption 
services in the U.S. It also includes full participation by AP in TREE 
OF LIFE‘s adoption training and preparation program. This category 
of fees is intended to cover all U.S. fees and expenses charged to AP 
by TREE OF LIFE. This category of fees does not include any fees or 
costs that AP may need to pay to third parties, such as legal fees, fees 
for medical review or medical services, travel or immigration costs or 
expenses, etc.  
 
 7.3 Sending Country Fees and Expenses This 
category is the total fees and expenses expected to be charged for all 
adoption services to be provided within the child‘s sending country. 
This category includes costs for personnel, administrative overhead, 
training, education, legal services, and communications, any 
government filing or other administrative fees, escort fees, and all 
other costs related to providing adoption services in the sending 
country. Although these fees are ultimately payable to and received 
by adoption service providers within the sending country, for 
convenience and safety, AP is to pay these fees or part of these fees 
to TREE OF LIFE who will then transfer them to the in-country 
provider in a secure manner. TREE OF LIFE will obtain a written 
receipt for all funds transferred overseas.  
In certain circumstances, if required by the sending country 
coordinators, for convenience and safety, AP will be directed to pay 
these fees in a manner designed to secure a safe and convenient 
transfer of funds to the in-country provider without the need for 
direct cash transactions. In order to ensure maximum safety, AP 
must pay these fees in the manner directed by TREE OF LIFE. As 
shown in the Fee Schedule, this category of fees has been broken 
down into sub-categories including the Foreign Registration Fee and 
the Adoption Processing Fee.  
 
 7.4 Expenses for Care of the Child in the Sending 
Country This category includes the expected total fees and estimated 
expenses that will be charged to AP for the care of the child in the 
sending country. This category includes food, clothing, shelter, 
medical care, foster care, orphanage care, and any other services 
provided directly to the child. 
 
 7.5 Translation and Document Fees and Expenses This category is the total fees and expenses expected to be charged for obtaining and translating documents related to the adoption. TREE OF LIFE will arrange for all necessary translations, and the fees for those translations are included in this total. Also included in this category are the fees and costs for obtaining or copying 
records or documents required to complete the adoption, costs for 
obtaining necessary court documents in the child‘s sending country, 
and cost for passports, any adoption certificate, and other 
documents. These costs and fees are to be paid by AP to TREE OF 
LIFE and to the persons or entities providing the services or 
documents in the U.S. and the sending country, as TREE OF LIFE 
directs. 
 
 7.6 Contributions and Humanitarian Fee In 
some countries or programs, AP is required to pay a certain amount 
or percentage, as described in the fee schedule as a contribution to 
the orphanage or program. The intended use of the contribution is 

for certain projects and help for the orphanages or for medical aid for 

the children in the orphanages too directly benefit orphans residing 

in orphanages within the foreign countries by providing them with 

food, clothing, shelter, caregivers, and medical care. 

 The contribution will be recorded and accounted in the following 
manner: if the money is paid to TREE OF LIFE, a receipt will be 
provided to the AP, along with a description on how the money was 
used or is intended to be used. If the money is paid directly to the 
orphanage while in the foreign country, the AP will seek to receive a 
receipt from the orphanage staff or foreign coordinators.  
 
 7.7 Post-placement  or Post Adoption Service Fees This fee covers the cost of any post-placement or post-adoption reports required by the sending country, by AP‘s state of residence, or by any other relevant authority. This fee must be paid by AP upon acceptance of referral or, in the countries where referral is made during travel, at least two weeks prior to travel to take 
placement of the child. If AP resides in Oregon or Washington, and 
TOL will perform the services, the Post-Placement or Post Adoption 
Service Fee and actual expenses will be paid by AP to TREE OF LIFE, 
as specified in the Fee Schedule. If AP resides outside of Oregon or 
Washington, or the services will be provided by another licensed 
provider, the costs and fees for post-placement or post adoption 
services must be paid by AP directly to the Cooperating Agency 
performing the post-placement or post-adoption services. In the 
event the post-placement services are provided by a Cooperating 
Agency, AP shall pay TREE OF LIFE the Post-Placement or Post-
Adoption Service Fee for Non-Oregon or Washington Residents, as 
specified in the attached Fee Schedule.  
 

 7.8 Post-placement or Post Adoption Deposit If 
applicable, the post-placement deposit is a per-child deposit to be 
paid to TREE OF LIFE at the time the child is assigned to AP, in 
order to help secure AP‘s performance of all post-placement 
requirements. The deposit is refunded to AP in increments as AP 
submits required post-placement reports in compliance with 
applicable guidelines. The separate Post-Placement Agreement or 
Post-Adoption Agreement between TREE OF LIFE and AP, which is 
incorporated herein by reference, contains detailed provisions and 
guidelines with regard to the post-placement deposit. 
 
 7.9 In-Country Travel and Accommodation Expenses    In most cases, AP is responsible for booking and paying for travel to the sending country. TREE OF LIFE then arranges most travel within the sending country, including lodging with breakfast, baby crib, group lunch, group dinner, transportation within the sending country, and the service of an escort and/or guide. If the 
costs and fees for such in-country travel and accommodation 
arrangements made by TREE OF LIFE are not included in the U.S. 
Fees and Expenses or Sending Country Fees and Expenses 
categories, above, such expected fees and estimated expenses will be 
listed separately. This category does not cover the adopted child‘s 
travel expenses, or any individual, incidental expenses during the 
trip. A separate fee is required for each person who participates in 
the TREE OF LIFE travel group.  
 
 7.10 Other Third Parties Fees and Expenses     In 
every adoption, AP will incur additional costs and expenses not 
specified in the Fee Schedule, including, but not limited to visa and 
immigration expenses, AP‘s insurance and/or medical costs, AP‘s 
airfare to and from the sending country, medical exams for AP, 
unanticipated medical costs for the child, travel expenses, legal fees, 
phone calls, postage, etc. Some of these fees and expenses, such as 
immigration fees and airfare, are mandatory (although the amounts 
may vary). Others, such as phone calls, sightseeing expenses, etc., are 
discretionary. In either event, these costs and expenses are the sole 
and exclusive responsibility of AP, and are not included in any fee 
paid to TREE OF LIFE by AP. 
 
 Where the amounts of these mandatory other fees and 
expenses are generally known (e.g., immigration-related fees, fees to 
other governmental entities in the U.S. or the sending country), they 
will be specified in the Fee Schedule. The amount of other fees and 
expenses that are discretionary or conditional are more difficult to 



 

 

estimate. The Fee Schedule contains estimates of some such fees, but 
AP understands that these are estimates only and may change 
without notice. AP agrees that these estimates and amounts are 
provided solely as a courtesy to AP, and AP agrees to release, 
indemnify and hold TREE OF LIFE harmless from any and all 
claims, damages, and injuries caused by any change or inaccuracy in 
these amounts or estimates. 
 
8. Fees Devoted to Special Services  
TREE OF LIFE devotes a portion of the U.S. Fees, paid by AP to 
provide special services. Typically, about 15% of this fee is devoted 
to the following TREE OF LIFE services and special programs: -- 
cultural program for adoptees, reunion of adoptees and adoptive 
parents, scholarships for children in orphanages, humanitarian 
projects, like baby formula for Haitian children, repairs of 

orphanages in Bulgaria, playground project in Kazakhstan, medical 

assistance to children in need of surgery or plane tickets to 
transport for medical assistance or other services.  
 
9. Unforeseen Additional Fees and Expenses Although 
TREE OF LIFE reserves the right to increase stated fees, and to bill 
AP in accordance with the Fee Schedule in effect at the time of 
billing, TREE OF LIFE does not customarily charge fees or expenses 
in addition to those specified in this Agreement and the Fee 
Schedule. However, additional fees or expenses may be charged 
when AP requires unforeseen additional special services or 
considerations or when unforeseen additional fees or expenses are 
incurred in the sending country. Under either circumstance, TREE 
OF LIFE will charge AP additional fees only when (a) the additional 
fees or expenses are disclosed to AP in writing in advance, wherever 
reasonably possible, (b) any fee or expense over $1,000 is authorized 
by AP in advance, or AP has waived this notice and consent 
requirement by signing the statement below, and (c) where 
reasonably possible, TREE OF LIFE provides written receipts for any 
additional fees and expenses paid by TREE OF LIFE directly to third 
parties. In the event that AP does not authorize an additional 
expense over which TREE OF LIFE has no control or waive the 
consent requirement, TREE OF LIFE reserves the right to terminate 
the Adoption Services Agreement and further services to AP.  
 
WAIVER OF NOTICE AND CONSENT REQUIREMENT: 
 
I understand that under this agreement TREE OF LIFE may not 
charge me any new or additional fee or expense in excess of 
$1,000.00 without my express prior authorization. By signing this 
paragraph, I hereby expressly waive my right to notice and consent 
and agree that TREE OF LIFE may bill me for unforeseen fees and 
expenses that are incurred under the circumstances stated in this 
Section  -- whether or not they exceed $1,000.00 -- without my prior 
consent. By signing this paragraph, I do not intend to waive any 
other rights I may have under this Section, under this agreement, 
or elsewhere. 
 
(signatures) 
 
10. No payment to other persons or entities              
While the Adoption Services Agreement remains in effect, AP shall 
not make or promise –– or cause, solicit, or allow any third person to 
make or promise on AP‘s behalf –– any gift or payment of any kind 
for adoption services or fees to any person or entity other than (a) 
TREE OF LIFE (b) such persons, foreign agencies and entities, in-
country providers, and Cooperating Agencies, or other entities as 

TREE OF LIFE shall  specifically designate, and/or (c) any legal 
counsel or medical personnel retained by AP. This prohibition 
includes, but is not limited to, any official or employee of any foreign 
nation or orphanage, and any birth parent of a prospective adopted 
child.  
 
11. Sole responsibility  AP is solely responsible 
for paying all costs and fees referred to in the Fee Schedule. 
 
12. Returned checks AP shall pay to TREE OF LIFE a fee of 
$25.00 for each dishonored or returned check or payment made by 
AP to TREE OF LIFE. 
 
13. Fees not transferable Any fee paid by AP to TREE OF 
LIFE may not be transferred to or used for services for any other 
person without TREE OF LIFE‘s express prior written permission. 
Except as otherwise specified herein, any fee paid by AP to TREE OF 
LIFE with regard to a specific TREE OF LIFE program may not be 
transferred to or used to pay for services in a different program 
without TREE OF LIFE‘s express prior written permission. 
 
13. Breach Failure of AP to make any payment as required in 
this agreement shall be considered a material breach of this and the 
Adoption Services Agreement and may, among other consequences, 
result in suspension or termination of the adoption home study 
process, of this agreement, and/or of the International Adoption 
Services Agreement. 
 
14. Entire agreement This Fee Agreement and the attached Fee 
Schedule, together with the International Adoption Services 
Agreement, which is incorporated herein, contains the full, final, and 
exclusive statement of the agreement between the parties hereto with 
respect to fees. This document is being signed voluntarily, without 
reliance on any other promises or representations. Any modification 
or supplement to this agreement, including this section, must be in 
writing, and signed by all affected parties. 
 
 

(Signatures)



 

       

TREE OF LIFE ADOPTION CENTER 
SAMPLE PLACEMENT AGREEMENT 

(Finalized Overseas) 

 
This agreement is entered into by and among Tree of Life 

Adoption Center (“TREE OF LIFE”), and the following named 

undersigned prospective Adopting Parent(s) ("AP").  TREE OF 

LIFE and AP are collectively referred to herein as "the parties."  

(AP name) (AP name)  

 

This agreement concerns the following child (hereinafter 

referred to as "the child"):                       

(Child's name and sending country name)            

(Child's date of birth) 

 

RECITALS 

 

 1. The parties have previously entered into a 

written International Adoption Services Agreement.  

 

 2. Pursuant to the International Adoption 

Services Agreement, the child has been referred to and 

accepted by AP for the purpose of adoption. The child 

currently resides in a country other than the United States  

(such country hereinafter referred to as "the sending country"). 

 

 3. The sending country requires that adoption 

be finalized in that country, in accordance with the laws of 

that country (such adoption is hereinafter referred to as “the 

overseas adoption”). If the overseas adoption is granted and 

the child is placed in the physical custody of AP ("placement") 

AP intends, and in some cases may be legally required, to re-

finalize the adoption in the United States or otherwise intends 

to take all steps necessary to obtain a valid U.S. birth certificate 

for the child. 

 

 4. The parties now wish to define their 

relationship and their respective rights and obligations with 

regard to the child and placement. 

 

AGREEMENTS 

 

AP hereby accepts referral of the child, with the intent to 

take placement of the child and to become the adoptive 

parents of the child, in accordance with the provisions of 

this agreement. 

  

 1. Recitals 

 The recitals set forth above are hereby made a part of 

this agreement. 

 

2. International Adoption Services Agreement 

 

 All the provisions of the International Adoption 

Services Agreement –– including but not limited to the recitals, 

disclaimers, releases, dispute resolution provisions, and 

provisions concerning contract construction –– are hereby 

made a part of this agreement and are as fully enforceable as 

though those provisions were expressly set forth herein. In the 

event of any conflict between the provisions of the 

International Adoption Services Agreement and the provisions 

contained herein, the terms of this agreement are controlling. 

 

 3. Services and assistance within the sending 

country 

 

 During the time that AP is in the sending country for 

the purpose of finalizing adoption of the child, TREE OF LIFE 

or the relevant in-country providers will provide general 

support and assistance to AP and will coordinate and guide 

AP through the adoption process in the sending country. Such 

services and assistance will include providing AP with escorts 

and/or guides while AP is in the sending country, arranging 

and coordinating all AP’s adoption-related travel within the 

sending country, and arranging for any required adoption-

related meetings and procedures within the sending country 

 

 4. The overseas adoption 

 

 Upon fulfillment of all conditions precedent, 

including but not limited to the execution of this agreement 

and payment by AP of all required fees, TREE OF LIFE, or the 

relevant in-country providers, will petition the appropriate 

authorities in the sending country for adoption of the child on 

behalf of and in the name of AP. TREE OF LIFE cannot 

guarantee that any adoptive placement or overseas adoption 

will be granted. If, for any reason, the overseas adoption is not 

granted, this agreement will automatically terminate, as 

provided more fully below. Execution of this agreement does 

not guarantee placement. Placement will occur only upon 

fulfillment of all conditions precedent, including but not 

limited to AP being granted a finalized adoption of the child 

by authorities in the sending country. 

 

 5. Care of the child 

 

5.1 General obligations of AP  

5.2 From the time of placement or from 

the 

time the adoption is finalized in the sending country, 

whichever occurs first, and at all times thereafter, AP is solely 

responsible for the physical, emotional, educational, and 

spiritual care, safety, development, and well-being of the 

child. This obligation includes paying any and all costs, fees or 

expenses related to the child -- including but not limited to 

adoption fees, transportation costs, medical expenses, and the 

cost of food, clothing, and other care -- which are incurred or 

arise at any time after placement. AP will take all reasonable 

steps to qualify the child as a dependent under any health 

insurance plan in which AP participates; however AP’s 



 

       

obligations are in no way contingent upon AP’s ability to 

obtain insurance coverage for the child. Under no 

circumstances shall TREE OF LIFE be required to reimburse 

AP for any such costs, fees, or expenses. 

 

  5.2 Hold harmless and indemnity   

AP agrees to indemnify and hold TREE OF LIFE harmless 

from any and all liability, losses, damages, judgments, or 

claims arising out of or in any way relating to any costs, fees 

and expenses related to the child and which are incurred or 

arise at any time after placement.  

 

 6. Post-adoption requirements  

 

  In accordance with the provisions of the 

Adoption Services Agreement, AP must fully comply with, 

and is solely responsible for paying all costs and fees 

associated with, all post-adoption requirements imposed by 

TREE OF LIFE, the sending country, the jurisdiction in which 

AP resides, or any other government authority with 

jurisdiction over the adoptive placement. Post-adoption 

requirements may differ from case to case. The separate Post-

Adoption Agreement between TREE OF LIFE and AP, which 

is incorporated herein by reference, contains detailed 

provisions and guidelines with regard to the post-adoption 

requirements anticipated with regard to the above referenced 

child is attached hereto as and incorporated herein by this 

reference. As a summary, these are the requirements: 

-- 4 reports, which must be submitted to the 

Bulgarian Central Authority as follows: first 

at 6 months, second at 12 months, third at 24 

months and fourth 36 months, required by 

Tree of Life Adoption Center and the 

sending country. 

-- For the purpose that the reports are 

submitted on time to the appropriate 

authority, they need to be received at TREE 

OF LIFE first at 4 months, second at 10 

months, third at 22 months and fourth at 34 

months. 

-- AP will be responsible for providing all 

necessary information for the reports 

-- The reports will be prepared by a licensed 

social worker affiliated with a licensed 

Home Study Agency in the AP’s state of 

residence. 

-- If TOL will provide the reports, the fee for 

each report will be $350. 

  

7. U.S. citizenship and re-finalization of adoption 

 

  7.1 Certificate of U.S. citizenship  

AP must obtain a Certificate of U.S. citizenship or U.S. 

passport for the child as soon as the child is eligible. At such 

time as TREE OF LIFE may designate, AP must submit to 

TREE OF LIFE or the cooperating agency satisfactory proof of 

compliance with this subsection. 

 

  7.2 Re-finalization of adoption   

There are several reasons why re-finalization of the adoption 

in the United States is beneficial to AP and the child; and, in 

some situations, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(“USCIS”) may require that AP re-finalize adoption in the 

United States as a condition of granting an orphan visa and/or 

of U.S. citizenship for the child. Therefore, as soon as 

practicable after the child arrives in the United States, and, in 

any event, within six months after arrival, AP shall take all 

steps reasonably necessary to re-finalize adoption of the child 

in AP’s state of residence. In the alternative, AP may 

participate in a procedure which provides a new birth 

certificate for the child in AP’s state of residence without re-

finalization, if such procedure is available and allowed in AP’s 

state of residence, and if such procedure will satisfy USCIS 

and state requirements for U.S. citizenship for the child. AP 

should be aware that in some situations, failure to promptly 

re-finalize an adoption may lead to increased post-adoption 

requirements and expenses. 

 

 7.3 Demonstration of compliance AP 

must demonstrate compliance with the provisions of this 

section by providing TREE OF LIFE with (1) copies of the 

child's Certificate of U.S. citizenship or U.S. passport and (2) a 

certified copy of the United States adoption decree or 

judgment of adoption and/or new U.S. birth certificate for the 

child. These documents shall be provided to TREE OF LIFE 

within 15 days of the date that AP has obtained or received 

them. 

 

8. Termination of Agreement 

 

  8.1 Grounds and time for termination 

 

   8.1.1 Automatic termination  

In the event that AP fails or refuses to take custody of the 

child, or in the event that authorities in the sending country 

fail or refuse to grant the overseas adoption, as required by the 

laws of the sending country, this agreement will automatically 

terminate and TREE OF LIFE will have no further obligation 

under this agreement. 

 

   8.1.2 Termination by AP  AP may terminate this agreement at any time prior to finalization of adoption. Once adoption has been finalized either overseas or in the U.S., this right to terminate will cease. Termination by AP is effective only upon 30 days written notice, stating AP’s reason for the termination. Although this agreement may be terminated 

upon 30 days notice, TREE OF LIFE is not required to take or 

transfer custody of the child within that time frame. Rather, 

AP must retain care and custody of the child until TREE OF 

LIFE has made arrangements for transfer of custody of the 

child, which may take longer than 30 days. 

 

   8.1.3 Termination by TREE OF 

LIFE TREE OF LIFE may terminate this agreement at any 

time prior to finalization of adoption. Ordinarily, TREE OF 

LIFE will provide written notice of termination to the extent 

reasonably possible. However, TREE OF LIFE expressly 

reserves the right to terminate this agreement with no prior 

notice to AP if, in TREE OF LIFE’S sole discretion and 



 

       

judgment, such termination is in the best interests of the child. 

TREE OF LIFE expressly reserves the right to terminate this 

agreement for any or no reason, although TREE OF LIFE 

generally will seek termination only for the reasons set forth in 

the International Adoption Services Agreement. 

 

  8.2 Effect of termination

 Termination of this Agreement by any party or by 

automatic termination shall have the following effects: 

 

   8.2.1 termination of custody  

Termination of this agreement terminates AP's right to 

custody of the child. If the child is in the custody of AP, it will 

remain with AP until TREE OF LIFE has made other 

arrangements for the care and custody of the child. 

 

   8.2.2 costs, fees, and expenses 

incurred prior to termination Termination of this agreement 

does not extinguish or affect AP’s obligation to pay any and all 

costs, fees, or expenses relating to the child, including any 

costs or fees due to TREE OF LIFE under this or the 

International Adoption Services Agreement.  

 

 9. Effect of overseas adoption/Dissolution 

policy 

 

 AP acknowledges and understands that the overseas 

adoption is considered final and irrevocable and will result in 

the following consequences, among others: 

  • The overseas adoption will create a 

legal relationship between AP and the child, whereby AP will 

become the child’s legal parent and guardian with all legal 

rights and obligations of a parent and guardian.  

  • The relationship created by the 

overseas adoption requires AP to be responsible for the care 

and well-being of the child in all manners and respects as if 

the child were the biological offspring of AP. This obligation 

extends to any and all medical, psychiatric, counseling, or 

other services required for the child.  

  • The relationship created by the 

overseas adoption is as binding and lasting as any parent-child 

relationship, and cannot and should not be severed or 

relinquished lightly or easily.  

 

  • TREE OF LIFE will not assist in the 

termination or dissolution of the relationship created by a 

finalized adoption, and will not assume custody of any 

adopted child.  

 

 10. Entire agreement 

 

 This Agreement and the International Adoption 

Services Agreement, which is incorporated herein, contains 

the full, final, and exclusive statement of the agreement 

between the parties hereto. This document is being signed 

voluntarily, without reliance on any other promises or 

representations. 

 

 11. Identifying information about AP 

 

 Although TREE OF LIFE will not provide identifying 

information about AP to the child’s birth parents, it is possible, 

and in some situations likely, that adoption authorities in the 

sending country will do so. In other words, in many situations, 

the child’s birth parents are likely to have identifying 

information about AP. This may result in, among other things, 

AP meeting and encountering birth parents at the time of 

placement in the sending country, as well as future contact or 

communication from birth parents. 

 

RELEASE: AP hereby releases TREE OF LIFE and holds 

TREE OF LIFE harmless from any responsibility or liability, 

whether direct, derivative, vicarious, or otherwise -- including 

but not limited to all responsibility or liability for any 

negligence on the part of TREE OF LIFE -- for any type of 

injury, harm, damage, or loss, to AP or to the child, in any 

way caused by, contributed to, or arising out of any contact or 

communication between AP and the child’s birth parents.  

 

 12. Pre-placement images of the child 

 

 Photographs and other images of the child may have 

been taken or created prior to placement of the child with AP. 

By signing this Agreement, AP consents to the reproduction 

and unrestricted use and/or exhibition of any pre-placement 

image of the child by TREE OF LIFE in all manner of media, 

including use for purposes of education, publicity, 

advertising, trade, display, fundraising and art. This consent 

does not, by itself, include any right to identify AP as adoptive 

parents of the child. 

 

 13. Remaining fees 

 In consideration for services rendered to AP, AP 

agrees to pay to TREE OF LIFE the balance of the following 

fees: ____________ 

  

 

(Signatures) 

 



 

       

 
5816 SE Powell Blvd, Suite A, Portland, Oregon 97206 

503-244-7374 Main Office  503-244-7424Fax 

 www.toladopt.org  
 

References 
 

If you would like more references, please call or email us. We will be happy to provide you with more names of adoptive parents who 

have worked with us over the years. 
 

 Chris and Eileen Montfort                Montfort@Jabil.com 

They adopted one little girl from Guatemala    

 

 Jack and Cheryl Ollman                 C.OLLMANN@oakcreek.k12.wi.us 

They adopted twice through Tree of Life 

Adoption Center (Kazakhstan and Bulgaria) 

 

 Kay Jarboe       Kayjarboe@sbcglobal.net 

She adopted twice from Bulgaria  

 

 John and Laura Campbell                johnandlaurac@yahoo.com 

They adopted one child from Bulgaria   

 

 Jeff and Jeanne Okrasinski      theokras@yahoo.com 

They adopted baby twins from Ethiopia  

 

 Marie and Tomas Kohalmi       mariekohalmi@yahoo.com 

They adopted twice from Kazakhstan (only  

one adoption through TOL).  

 

 Nathan and Cynthia Driskill                 Cynthia.driskill@gmail.com 

They adopted one child from Kazakhstan 

 

 Saige and Josh Nugent         saigeandjosh@hotmail.com 

They adopted siblings from Kazakhstan  

 

 Shannon Erwin           shannonberwin@yahoo.com 

She adopted a baby boy from Kazakhstan. 

 

 James and Jennifer Meagher     jamesmeagher@comcast.net 

They adopted twice from Kazakhstan 

 

 Sheila and Michael Castellanos      pie_r8@yahoo.com 

They adopted an older child from Ethiopia  

 

 John and Renee Eubanks         eubanksfam@hotmail.com 

They adopted from Guatemala  

 

 Nan and Theo Riede     munchkin54@comcast.net 

They adopted from Bulgaria  

 

 Lisa Van Kesteren                    lisavk@hotmail.com 

She adopted siblings from Kazakhstan and another child from Ethiopia 

http://www.toladopt.org/
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mailto:Kayjarboe@sbcglobal.net
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mailto:jamesmeagher@comcast.net
mailto:pie_r8@yahoo.com
mailto:eubanksfam@hotmail.com
mailto:munchkin54@comcast.net
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 Paul and CeAnne Kosel                  ceanne.kosel@gmail.com 

      They adopted twice from Russia and once from Bulgaria 

 

 Max and Negar Heckscher     negar_heckscher@yahoo.com  

They adopted twin babies from Ethiopia 

 

 Pamela and Johnny  Hadley     mrsjphj@gmail.com   

Adopted two special needs older children from Bulgaria. 

 

 Cindy and Costas Rossi-Kaiafas    drrossi@aol.com,   

one little girl from Bulgaria 

 

 Tracy and Marcel  Van Der Waerden   tracyvdw25@gmail.com  

Adopted from Russia, currently  in process in Bulgaria 

  

mailto:ceanne.kosel@gmail.com
mailto:negar_heckscher@yahoo.com
mailto:mrsjphj@gmail.com
mailto:drrossi@aol.com
mailto:tracyvdw25@gmail.com


 

       

TREE OF LIFE ADOPTION CENTER  

PRELIMINARY AGENCY APPLICATION 

 

 
Date:  

 

 
      

 

Please provide the following information and return this application to the agency either by e-mail at info@toladopt.org or by fax at 

503-244-7424. Once we receive the application, we will contact you with more information. 

 

Name (s): ________________________________________________________ 
Birth Date:____________  
               (husband) 

Address:________________________________________________________ 

Birth  
Date: ____________ 
           (wife or single                 

applicant) 

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Marriage:-

_____________(date) 
Home Phone:   Work Phone:  

Cell Phone:   Other Phone:  

E-mail:  Alternative e-mail:       

  

Adoption Interest (check all that apply) 

 

 Kazakhstan     Ethiopia        Bulgaria     Haiti           Moldova    Undecided 

  Domestic special needs (Oregon or Washington residents only)     Domestic Birthmother  

Are you linked to a specific child?  

 Yes:  No: If yes, provide child’s birth 

date 
      

Are you requesting a home study only? 

 Yes:  No: If yes, provide the name of your placing agency       
 

Note: Home studies must be completed by a state licensed home study or placement agency. 

 

Children in your household (use separate sheet if needed): 

                  
Full Name Birth Date Sex (M/F) Bio/Adopted? Country and Date 

                  
Full Name Birth Date Sex (M/F)  Bio/Adopted? Country and Date 

                  

Full Name Birth Date Sex (M/F) Bio/Adopted? Country and Date 

Most Recent Home Study Agency::       
Placing Agency:       
 

Adoption Eligibility Requirements 

I have read the Adoption Eligibility Requirements   Yes   No 
I am eligible to submit this Preliminary Application under the Adoption Eligibility 

Requirements  Yes   No 
 

 

 
 

Household Information 

Please list all other persons living in the home (not included children listed on first page) 

mailto:info@toladopt.org


 

       

                  

Name Relationship Birth date   

                  

Name Relationship Birth date  

                  

Name Relationship Birth date  

                  

Name Relationship Birth date  

 

Criminal History 

Have you or anyone in your household ever been convicted of any crime?  Yes:  No: 

Have you or anyone in your household ever been arrested?  Yes:  No: 

Have you or anyone in your household ever been charged with a crime?  Yes:  No: 

Have you or anyone in your household ever been investigated for child abuse/neglect?  Yes:  No: 

If you answered yes, list all arrests, charges and convictions and the outcome, regardless of how long ago.  

Name Date (or estimate) Charge, arrest or conviction County State Outcome 

                                    

                                    

                                    

 

Medical History 

Please disclose any medical conditions (physical and/or mental health) for which you currently receive treatment: 

      

      

Please disclose any medical conditions (physical and/or mental health) for which you received treatment. Include dates: 

      

      

Do you or anyone in your household have any permanent disabilities?  Yes:  No: 

If yes, please give details:  

      

      

 

Comments: 

      

      

Other Important Information: 

      

      

 

 

I understand that meeting initial eligibility requirements does not guarantee approval of formal application, home study or approval by 

the foreign country for adoption. 

 

_________  __________________________________       _________  _________________________________ 

Date         Prospective Adoptive Parent Signature            Date    Prospective Adoptive Parent Signature 

 


